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AT the Reaſon of Mr. Madge's 
W Sermon's not being anſwer'd 
E ſooner, did not proceed from 
C\ any extraordinary . Leatning or 
C2 Abilities requiſite for that Pur- 
pPoſe, may appear by comparing 
| the following Remarks with the Sermon itſelf. EE 
That I did not ſet about an Anſwer till now, 
was, becauſe I thought it requir'd @ more ma- 
 fterly Hand than my own, or a more leiſurable 
one, to traverſe the Claims of Autbority, and 


to aſſert the Rights of Reaſon and Liberty; as 
well as a feener Pen, to chaſtiſe one, who after 
having read Chillingtearth, Lock, the Biſhep of 
Miner, and Mr. Juſ--ce F. ter, has never- 
thzlefs attempted, in this Diſcourſe, to revive - 
PORE is oe; the 
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cation in Bigotry; and who 279 with re- 
gard to Preferment, that he lives not under the 

«4 Patronage of a Land, e Government of A 

| Stuart. For my own part, that Mr. 

y hate no Reaſhn to ehmplain of of my © 

| of Candeuf, 4 will G0 him tlie Juſtice to fappel 1 

that the N contains the real Sentiments and 


; he ſtill remains open t to \Reafon nd Coflvidtion 4 
he mut eXcufe me för addipg, that from hence 


I conceive ſeme Hopes of being able to bring 


hafſh, as it may be apply'd-to on whe 8 


1 his Endeavour, to convinee mne by 
1 1 ought not to exerciſe my R 


ee, chat 
eon at all!? 

I thall only add by Way of, Intre oction, 7 
that tho'>Ivprofeſs myſelf Adverts for Li. 
 berty, yet J um fir from oppofing the Chureh ; 
Nd are: joined together in Seriptute and com- 
mon Senfe; and 1 beartily wih no one would 
put them aſunder : ###wonld the Ch ch 2 
joy Proſperity and Peace, and all the 
would \fay, Amen. He is the real Bury 0 5 
the Church, who 'ehdeavours to load it with = 
Powers and Princip les that are inconſiſtent with 
the Reaſon and Right: of Mankind. Mr. Mudge 
> "receives the 9 and a 

. p | * 


* 


Opinion of the Preacher, and to conclude, that 


| back at leaſt one Joff Sheep to common dene 
E. - Goſpel. If this Expreſſion nes Mg 
to be a Shepherd, is it more” 4 than 


wire 1 in general a conceited factious Peo ple; and 
© many o them bad been Ag and duced by 


them, and who . 


\ \ 


«4 


ry 4295 


by e ae a8 this "MN RY obſer er ves, 


x Strat 155 a Jew, that had crept in among 
RE ee eee 

fu ue with the externa! Pomp and Pa- 
25 iy OWN. Religion. This Man and 


5 Pic les re preſented the Power which = 
Paul ha Rea of, and threatned them with, 


a ſie firſt may particularly in the ch and 


ers, as a meer brutum fulmen, which 
= oh Jet fly at a Diſtance, but which he 


not, or could not, execute when he 


. Pei inſinuating, that he v was purſuing ſome 


J ĩ³˙· 1, TR 


- 2onvInCe and reclaim the Maleconte 


; piſfle ; and for this Perpoſe, in the Chapter 
w ere the Text is, St. Paul makes ur both of 


Meekneſ and Gentleneſs of Chriſt, not to give 
that ſhould fail, he goes on ſeverely to threaten ; 


them, that the Weapons of his Warfare are not 


 arnal; by which I can't think he alludes: to 
aby Reſſexions upon his Perſon and Voice: 
Had he been remarkably defective in either of 
| theſe, he would have kem'd an unfit Inſtru- 


lar Intereſt, or aiming at temporal Power, 
hich they call d arg * the Fleſb. To 
revent this Infection from ſpreading, and to 


nts, ſeems 
be the principal End and Intention of this 


nttcatics and Threatni . 
In the f Verſe, "oo conjures them W the 


him Occaſion to exerciſe his Power: But, leſt 


the Refractory, and to acquaint them all with 
the Nature and End of his Power, Ile tells 


meat 
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ment to be employ'd as the Preacher of the 
Gentiles, and to introduce Chriſtianity amongſt 
the polite World; on the contrary, no Man 
tory, or with more Succeſs; and therefore his 
Defects therein could give no Handle for ſuch 
Sarcaſms. His Meaning, in my Opinion, is, 
that he had no temporal Views, he wanted no 
human Aſſiſtance for the Execution of his 


Power, his Weapons wete the miraculous Gifts 
of the Spirit; not mighty thro' Men, but 


5 mighty thro' God ; by which he was ſufficiently 


arm'd to pull-down the ftrong Holds of Oppo- 


 fition, and to revenge all Diſabedience, by in- 
flicting corporal Puniſhments on Offenders, or 
delivering them up to Satan. This Authority 


he had exerted in the Caſes of Elymas, Hy- 


menus, Alexander, and the inceſtuous Petſort z 
and in the 12th Chapter of this Epiſtle, appeals 


to them as a Proof of his Apoſtleſhip, whether 
he had not made it manifeſt in Signs and Won- 


ders, and mighty Deeds? He tells them, in 


other Places, that he refrain'd going to Corinth, 


leſt he ſhould be obliged to exerciſe this Au- 
_ thority ; and calls God to witneſs, that he de- 
 lay'd his Journey fo ſpare them: and in the 


13th,” or laſt Chapter, threatens, that if he 


ſhould come, he would not ſpare, but ſhould 
 wſe Sharpneſs according to the. Power which the 


Lord had gi ven him; and propos'd to produce 


this Power as a Proof of Obi [peakitig in 
lin. Can any on- imagine that the Apoſtle, 


by 
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Faul mentions and boaſts. fr he 19 1 7 
— of Mr. Lock, Dr. Why, an 


bas this Gentleman pitcht. upon, to 1 5155 that : 
© muſt, ſubmit. to Authority of a m 


Biſhop „and receive the Ahe of a 9 7 Ph 
| 6 Pain of Damnation! 


= Times to have been ſome wh 
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95 all thoſe pompous 83288 of ki FE | 


ritual Power, meant no more than what the 
ſpiritual Governor of the Church can nom boaſt 
of? Which can never, withont the Aſſiſtance 
f the ſecular Arn, be ſeen, felt, or under- 
till the Day of Judgment, * perhaps 


1 not then neither. That theſe ſupernatural — 


extraordinary lafluences and Powers of the Hoh 
Shirit, are meant by the 42 115 which N 


learned Commentators, . What a Text 


Let me ſuppoſe A Prelate. of of the pr 55 

at in St. Pauls 
n; that is, after having made Uſe of 
Aenace to ſet out in order to put them in 2 


cution, on one of his Churches; ſtript indeed 


of his carnal Pomp and temporal Power, but 3 
with all his /þir:tual Weapons about him 3 
what Rod could he have cxer eis: d, what Pu- 


niſhments inflicted, big enough to ſy pport the 


Authority which the Apoſtle-boaſted of, migh- 


i enough to the pulling down of. ſtrong Holds, 


to heat down every high Thing, ; that exalts Its S 


ſelf againſt the 2 — 0 God; and 10 re. 
dpenge all Diſobedience. 1 doubt the Gentle- 
man in Lawn in ſuch, a Caſe, would appear 

like Sam pſon, without his Locks - and his Boaſts 
and Threats n rather a Subject of Ridi- 


3 . 


Bea on his 'Rhetorick © cou Id ſuggeſt; 4 4 


Grd or Man ; an Ed? 2000 una 


” Hands of an uninſpir'd fallible Man, it 
dn of the Church, 85 eee bal 
this Text, fot the P Purpoſe "intended by ke, 

0 would have come With a much better SY 
the former by retaining 

9 8 nt; whereas the latter” by rEacenit 


miſfap ply'd thro” Is dy 53 that a Man Fats 
bl ex ute orabſaly* 


ſurd, how prophane are the 


bas Powers o 4 0 ang that if 


cule then of Tenpr. Whereas a Paul. told 


1 ing the guilty blind, or ſtrike them dead 7 be 


ided Thy 3 faite Wiſdom, and armed = 
mighty Power ; a Power that fwell'd ts 
bs ua 1 nd Was equal to the moſt lofty 


cue, which without ah chu! Degree 
don to direct j it. would, ag Mr. Mudge ſays, 
be 4 terrible Thing, yer in: In , Han 


the Au 6 
7 ot * — 


operate the Heſrucbion as well as the Ea 


by Unnerring idm, 
5 ol Lee Pony Text; 


; "becauſe 


frm, a Popiſh chan a Proteſtant Pulpit ; f. 
Infallib#li wich bb 
R 145 


Power, makes his Argument in this 


njall bility, bas given up the Direction of Z | 
| ow 1 Which being in aer Hands, may | 


;faydor darn 5 
edly abus d, 


by a Miſtale: Or it may be de ger 


and then God muſt be ſüppos- ge lend his own 


Weapons to ſerve the Os Boks © How ab. 

-opſequences of 

ſuch Arg r „ N 
Peder it may be ad that dur Author 

mentions the ordinary as well as the kar if th 


ww. ? 
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adds, Fa 4, 5+ That they to whom the A- 
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latter won't ſuit him, he will ſerve himſelf of 

the other, in order to derive an Authority from 
St. Paul: but it is certain, he meant to include 


both, becauſe otherwiſe, as I have ſhewn, his 
Text would be quite foreign to his Purpoſe. 


Beſides, immediately after mentioning thoſe cæ- 


traordinary Powers which he ſays, extended to 


the very Bodies and Perſons of Offenders, he 


1 - 


es left the Care of the Church, conti- 


e nued to claim and exerciſe the ſame Autho-—- 
< rity.” -. So that he brings down extraordi- 
ary. Powers to thoſe who ſucceeded the A- 
pPoſtles, whicha great many at preſent will not 
admit, tho! ever ſo peremptorily aſſerted with- 
| Out better Proof, than any that hath been yet 
given; and the Inſtances mentioned by our 
Author, are of a quite different Nature, to wit, 
Diſci pline, Cenſures, and Excommunications ; theſe 
are in themſelves very harmleſs Things, and 
may now, be exerciſed in any Church, without 
praying in Aid of the Authority of the Apoſtles 
or their Succeſſors, But if in the primitive 
Times, any extraordinary Power was ſuppoſed 
to attend them, fo as to affect. eternal Intereſts, 
as Mr. Mudge would have us believe, it was 
one of the Errors that ſoon crept into the 
_ Chucch, as ſome did even in the Aþ 
ſo alſo in Juſtin Martyr's Time 


out fifty 


Veats afterwards, the Cup was mixt with Wa- 
ter, and the conſecrated Elements were ſent to 
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the abſent ; + whereas Diſcipline 1. e. cer⸗ 
tain Rules agreed upon by a Sociery to keep 
them together; Cenfures, 7. e che the 
diſobedient, and! Excummutiication, Tra - 
T8 cluding thoſe from the Colnmubity, who broke 
the Conditions upon which they were admitted 
into it, and continued obſtinate and ipeorri- 
1; Able; are Powers which belong to every Socie- 
. ty of Men; but even theſe Powers were not 

go - made uſe of 3 in thoſe Days, without the Con- 

| ſent and Concurrrence of their 1 
Commupities or Churches. 5 
Thus have I given an Account of the Autho- 
rity claimed and exerciſed by the PG and 
5 their immediate Succeſſors. 

Being willing to take our Avthor* I Argu- ; 
i ments from Scripture and Antiquity all together, 
N 1 paſs on to p. 8. where he cites three Places 

[| : of Scripture, with an Intent, as he ſays, * To 
v ſtate the Nature and Foundation ef religions 
=_ * Authority ;”” (if he had faid of the Apoſtles 
Authority, 1 ſhould. not have diſpated it with 
| him) two of thoſe Plaees, to wit, his Text, 
* and 2 Cor, viii, being parallel Places! conſider 
as already diſpatch'd, and imagine Thave prov- 
ed that the, Authority there metitioned was 
 Eiperngtura and became extinct with the 


— 


Te” Nite @) , ſom, exprcifing the dead, Milk wud Honey, 
Infant Communion, praying for departed Saints, healing 
the Sick, and railing the Dead, were alſo ſome of the 2 
and pretended Exerciſes of thoſe to whom the . Apoſtles are 
| ſaid to have left the Care of the Churches; all which Erle 
and Claims are now juſtly cenſured and Tejedted, 


i gave ſome... 


had no Su 
nominations: But the Continuation of thoſe 


| * 1 11 47 
ppt orat Wy very foo) ahi 7 The 
c ie in Epb. iv. where, it is ſaid, That 
Apoſtles, ſome Pro bets, 
ce ee ny "ſome Paſtors and © Feach- 
<6 ers; far th e perfecting: the Saints, the Work 
249 the. 1 an for the edij Hing of the 
0 1 hol ', Theſe were the Menu t 
whom . gave Gifts af his Aſcenſion, wh 


| ſuppoſing them to be different Orders,. it is 


certain, "hat three of them, vis. the Apoſtles, 
Evangelifts, and. Prophets. of the firſt Age, 


cceſſors under thoſe Titles or Des | 


Orders would have been as neceſſary, as of 


the other two, if the Purpoſes mentioned in 
this Text, as thoſe for which their Gifts. were 

: beſtowed u 
during their Lives; this then ſhows. that the 

Church was then ſufficiently edified and perſełi- 

el, ſo as to anſwer the Intention of Chriſt's in- 

ſtituting thoſe Orders, and to render ſubſequent 


on them, had. not be:n accompliſh'd. 


extraordinary Gifts unneceſſuy, by the Fvidence 


tbeſe firſt Plenipotentiaries gave of the Chriſtian 
Religion, by the Miracles they wroyght, the 
Doctrines they taught, and the pe fect Rule of 
Faith and Mannets. which they left behind 
them in their Writings, and ſeal'd with their 


Blood; in which Mritings they declared the 


hole Counſel of God, and bot back nothing el- 
ſential, nothing profitable to the Church, fer 


Faith, Doctrine, Inſtruction or Carrection. to 
make the Man of God pefrect. In theſs Scri if- 
tures are the Statutes which Teſus Chrijt enact. 
CCC 


y 


ein bis Kane 28 1185 a0 Rule of Obedi- 
_ ence, for all his Subjects; and whoever claims 
any ov ach! in the one, muſt produce his 


Commiſſion from the other : But as this Gen- 
tleman has ſhewn no ſuch Commiſſion: from 
Scripture for the Authority he claims, I muſt 
conclude that there is none, Mr. Mudge goes 
on to ſhow in p. 28, 29. That this Authori- 
te ty ought not to be confined to the oftolt- - 
* cal Times; for he ſays, the Reaſon ſtill conti- 
* nues the ſame, and the preſent Governors of 
the Church are now exactly proportioned to 
© the preſent Members of it, as the Apoſtles 
* to the primitive Chriſtians, as the whole Bo- 
e dy of the Church, then enjoy'd an extraor- 
. 1 ** Effuſion of the Holy Spirit“. 
Let us examine this HA Proportion be- 
dw ern the antient and modern Apoſtles. The 
higheſt Claims of our preſent Governors are 
only to keep their Churches in due Order and 
| Subjeftion to them and the Scriptures ; but the 


Apoſtles were commiſſioned to break out a new 


Religion, which oppos'd. the Gratifications of 


Men of Pleaſure, the Ambition of Men of | 


Power, and ſeem” d Fooliſhnefs to the Men of 
Letters, without any Learning, Education or 
Intereſt of their own (except St. Paul) This 
Religion they were to propagate, eſtabliſh, at- 
teft, and perpetuate, without any viſible Ad- 
vantages or Abilities for this Purpoſe. They 
therefore ſtood in need of divine Aſſiſtances an:i 

ſupernatural Gifts and Powers; which, when 
they” had finiſhed their Work, and converted 


. ; | 
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the World, rende uleſeſ 1 unneceſſaty. 
Miracles, real or pretended, have been made 
uſe of in the firſt founding and planting of all 
15 Religions; ; but a ſtanding perpetual Miracle 
was never thought neceffary in any, and leaſt 
of all in the Chri/fzan Religion; except by 
thoſe who ſummon Heaven, Earth, and Fell 
to get them Proſelytes and Money 3 I mean 
the Papiſts. What poſſible Occaſion can there 
be for a Power in our now Governors, of ſend- 
ing People to Heaven by Abſc/ution, or to Hell f 
py Excommunication, when Chriſt aud his A 
ſtles have already fully ſettled and explain'd the 
Terms on which alone Men muſt be juſtified 
and condemn'd? An unreaſonable Power of 


paſſing Sentence without a Trial! a Sentence 


which Jeſus Chriſt has, in his great Wiſdom 
and Mercy, referv'd to himſelf, and deferred | 
to the Laſt Day. 
Again, the Apoſtles were den and prov'd 
| 'By all Men, their Works declar'd them; but 
to Mr. Mudge's Governors, it may be Cid, Je- 
ſus we know, and Paul we know, but 4vho 
are ye? | Are they to be found in England, 
: Scotland Germany, or Rome? If in England 


76 only, what will become of the other Churches? 


If in all, then there are Governors againſt Go 
vernors, each oppoſing and condemning the 
other, and yet cach claiming under be Jos 
Authority, and all right, 055 7.5 

As to the Members of the antient Churth, the 
* eobole Body of them did not enjoy an extraor- 
2 Nen 7 7be oY «bes for the Ca- 
| rinibians, 
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"A it FLU ans 
he ri ws hoo to Mr. Midge, w were a con- 

ceited factious People; ſome of them walked 
according to the Fleſh, and the reſt. te being 
e frong, St. Paul bad no Power to exert aver 

Fe them.. So that the Difference between. t 
Apoſtolic Age and. ours is this, St. Paul. 1 
be right, and the Subject of his Authority 
muſt be wrong; our Governors may be 
often are wrong, and the Subject right ; the 
Apoſtles Power could never Fi exerciſed to 
Os: but our. Governors may, and often 


I return now to the 5th Pax: e of the Sermos; 
where a Hiſtory: is given of the State of the 
Church, from the Time when the civil Powers 
firſt became Chriſtian, (ho I own 'tis ſome- 
what out of my Way, not having thought a 
worth my while to ſpend mo Time, amidſt 
ſo much Rubbiſh, Key is generally found in the 
Fathers.) 1 think i it was about de! Beginning of 
the 4th Century when Chriſtianity was firſt 
eſtabliſhed by the civil Powers: Then was the 
„Time when (as Mr, Mudge ſays) the In- 


ct. 


— 


cc 


together in the Mind, equally dear, the Face 
of Things without correſponding to the 
State of the Mind within, as one is ever an 
Image of the other, (which, I intreat my 
Reader not to expect me to anſwer or explain.) 
Then was the bleſſed Time of the Church's 
Proſperity, when the civil. Magiſtrate lent 
.**: the, Strength ef bis Arm to ſupport the 
Mt Church, = to give a Weight and 9 yo 


2 


tereſts of the Church and Ws were blended 2; 


the Clergy. 


of 


1 181. 8 
"© its £m when the Goyernors of the Church 
«© were themſelves inveſted with a Communi- 


* cation of the civil Power; fo that the Au- 


te thority of the Church could not be eaſily 


* , diſtinguiſhed from the State ; and of conſe- 


% quence, the Governors of the Church ſtrength- 
7+ ened their ſpiritual Cenfures with temporal 


7 Puniſhments ; and to return the Compliment, 


* they dropt a Tincture of Religion upon the 


.- Perſon and Authority of the Magiſtrate.” 


It ſeems to be much more agreeable to the | 


Truth of Hiſtory, to fay of thoſe Times, that 
the civil Magiſtrate being then 7ainted with 


falſe Notions of Religion, was led away by 


fſome ambitious Prieſts, to ſuffer his yarn 7 

to be abus d and ptoſtituted, in order to comp 

his good and loyal Subjects to give up their 
p Renn and Faith to their fairitas Governors : 


That the Authority and Intereſt of the Church 


and State became jumbled and confounded to- 
f Jr. in order either to advanee the civil 


agiſtrate*s Power over his Subjects, or to foiſt 


into a Communication of the civil 
Pouer: That the civil and ſpiritual Governors 


made Engines and Tools of each other alter- 


nately, to inc themſelves, to cruſh their 
Enemies, and to ride and oppreſs their W . 


tive Subects; and the moſt ſacred civil 
ſtrate, in return for the Tin&ure' of Religs Ion 


dropt by his ſpiritual Doctor, lent the latter 


_— ſalutary penal Laws, by which the poor 
of he were ſtript of their Properties, deptiv'd 
eir Thee, and F in __; Per- 


W 
. 


{ 
| 
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fons, in order to enlighten their Underſtand- 


ings, and enlarge their Conſciences. Thus was 
the Chriſtian Religion ſubverted and tempo- 
raliz d, its Rewards and Puniſhments quite 
chang'd, and this was the proſperous Condi- 
tion of the Church at that Time, when (ac- 
cording to our Author) ©. eyery. one operated 
*. in their ſeveral Ways towards the Protection 
JJ; 
Conſequence of all this Was, (as he expreſſes | - 
it) © That the civil Power at ; declin'd, 
and the Chriſtian, Church, yet in a State of 
«. Growth, prevail'd firſt in the Mind, and 
*. next in the Fact of Things; which brings 
us to a Pope; and from thence Mr. Mudge him- 
ſelf talks no more of the Proſperity of the |} 


Church, in thoſe, ancient Times; which 1 
ſhan't however take my Leave of, without ta- 
| king notice, that one Author, 1 think tis 
©. Chillingworth ſays, that Perſons were, in 
 __  *© thoſe very Times, excommunicated and con- 
** demned for holding there were Antzpodes.” 1 
Another reverend and learned Gentleman adds*, | 
That in the zd, 4th, and 5th Centuries,” | * 
lIthe very Times which our Author celebrates 
as ſo glorious to the Church) were the chief 
„ Corruptions of Popery, either actually in- l 
ftroduced, or the Seeds of them ſown, vlg. | 
[ 
] 


the Inſtitution of Monkery, the Worlhip of 


«x 


* 


KReliques, the Invocation of Saints, Prayers 
for the Dead, the ſuperſtitious Uſe of Images, 
ol the Sacrament, of the Sign of the Crols, 

Dr. Midaleton's Intro. Diſc. p. 20. 


ec and 


Ky; 
10 gd of conſecrated. Oil.” Abd 11 9 ay up 
cites St. Cyprian, the chief Obe of the 
Church, about the Year 250, as ſaying, that 
6 Diſcipline of the Church was then cor- 
e rupted, and its Faith almoſt loſt, there was 
* no true Devotion in the Prieſts, no ſound 
« Faith in the Miniſters, no Mercy in their . 


Works, no Diſcipline in their Manners, Sc. 


In the Beginning of the next Paragraph, 
p. 6. Mr. Mudge talks of the Independency of the 


Church on nas State; but whether his Senti- 


ments are pro or con, Tam at a lofs td find out 
in this Place: All that I can get from him here 
is, that by the Common Senſe of Mankind, 


the Church and State were diſcern'd to be In- | 


dependent Things ; but Common Senſe ſoon ap- 
pear'd to be ab/urd; and the Church was glad 
to become dependent on the State; for a very, 
good Reaſon, a Reaſon that 1 believe will pre- 
vail as long as there is a Church upon Earth, 
vi. to be Plentifully fed and AQOOUEIS fup- 
ported —_— 

The remaining Part of this Gentleman's In- 
troduction gives a Handle fur many other cu- 


rious Remarks; but I ſhall be ſorry to appear 


tedious or tr fling, and jherefore only add, that 
I ſhall now follow Mr. Mudge, and ſubmit 10 
his Authority, ſo far as Scripture and Reaſon 
will carry us; all other Guides I take to be 
blind ones, and ſhall endeavour to avoid the 
Ditch. 
Mr. Mudge front his Syſtem of un- 
NEE * or Government, by diſtin- 


1 puiſhing 


1 
1 


1 18 
. ges it from meer Power, ſince ** meer 
Power, he ſays, conſidered fimply in itſelf, 
may operate the Deſtruction, as well as the 
i Edification of the Church, "the Evil as well 
as Good of Mankind, and conſequently God | 
in granting Authority, muſt. grant ſomething 
4 more than Power, ſeme Portion g, his other 
divine Attributes, which qualify bim (. 
e preniely for the Government of the World, his 
Truth, his Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and 
whatever directs his own Power; for Power 
without theſe, would be a terrible thing, 
w whether in the Hands of God or Man; and 
« if God ſhould thus diſpenſe his Power at 
-* random, without thoſe other Nyalifecations 
which are neceſſary to render it beneficial; if 
he ſhould---but it is abſurd to make the Sup- 
2388 for it muſt neceſſarily imply, a = 
ant of thoſe Attributes in himſelf---ir muſt 
* therefore be laid down as a Principle, not to 
be diſputed, in general, and upon the whole 
of Things, that if God has inſtituted. Go- 
% yernment for the Good of Mankind, he muſt 
proportion to their Power ſuch other C 
cities and Diſpoſitions, as will male rinks 
« Uſe of that Power : And then every thing 
Will fall in cafy and confitient,” 
As I find 1 am here to diſpute Fundamentals, 
and to ſtruggle with Abſurdities, in .coniro- 
verting this Rather 's Grounds of Authority or 
| Government, I will begin with my own No- 
tion and Opinion of it; and in order to clear 
my Bel I ſhall by down the following Pro- 
| | pPolitions. 


„ 4 
— 


{1 | 
Pnddes That as 'God at kf l As- 
thority or Government, for the Good of Man- 
kind, ſo at the ſame Time, and for the ſame 
Reafon, he gave to Man Innocence, Reaſon, 
. and a Principle of Religion and Virtue, 
That God likewiſe gave to Man a Freed 
W by which he might choaſe or refuſe 
ood or Evil, and make a right or a wrong Uſe 
of the abovernention d Gitis; which Liberty is 
neceſſary to an accolntable Being as ſuch, and 
for the Uſe or Abuſe of it, Man Enn, 
and not God. 
That as Authority or Government v. was 3 
tuted by God, ſo it Ds Man too. And 
1 Gorerntnent” ſe the Sabbath, . was 
made for Map, and not Man for Government. 
The Truth i is, God implanted into the hu- 
man Nature a ſocial Diſpoſition, in purſuance 
whereof Men (as ſoon as they became nu- 
merous) for their mutual Protection and Safety, 
rm'd themſelves into Societies, under certain 
fundamental Laws or Conſtitutions ; to ſupport 
and enforce which, ſome Government or Au- 
thority was neceſſary 10 every Society; thus 
= CO! becomes the Gift of God, thro' the 
| Agen cy of Man, for the Good of Mankind, 8 
vi to the Kinds of Authority; Gon moſt 
juſtly claims the ſupreme abſolute Authority 
over all his Creatures; fo that an indefinite 
Obedience is due to e n to us, 
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Obedience is due to the att, of. the 


"Civil Magiſtrate, ſo far as it concerns civil So- 
1 <iety, and does not contradi& the Law of Cod. 


There is alſo the Authority, and what I ſhall | 


take the Liberty to call private Authority, to 


wit, that of a Father and a Tutor, of, which I 


"ſhall give an Account hereafter... 


I have not forgot the Authority of 2 C Church- 


Ore but Iconfeſs I am at a Loſs both what 
*it is, anti where to rank it, tho' I have read the 


[Bible and Mr, Muage : But if my Reader deſires 
to be better informed, the beſt Medium that I can 


think of for any to diſcern i it very clearly, is, 


thro! the Perſpective of a Brſheprick, By the 
above Account of Authority, it appears, that 


Man's abuſing this, or any or all of the Gifts 


of God, proceeds meerly from his own. Choice, 
by virtue of his being a | fres Agent ; and there- 


fore ſuch Abuſe can reflect no Diſhoncur upon 


the wiſe Author of Nature, unleſs it be deem'd 


A Reflection upon the Alas Wiſdom, that 


Man was made a free and accountable. Being, 

and not ſomewhat more or leſs than he is. . 
For the ſame Reaſon, that one Man, or "ie 

few Men, way miſapply the Talents with 


which they are intruſted, without any Reflecti 
on on God Almighty, the Majority of Men in 


general, and upon the whole of Things, may 
do the ſame, becauſe it proceeds, from the ſame 
Power and Principle, both in the One and the 
Many, viz. free Choice ;; it is equally a Sin, 


and contrary to the Nature and Will of God, 


and an Abuſe of Liberty! in Man, whether com- 
* * 


rv OD 0 


198 509 other Talent; becauſe thoſe that wear 


* 


(al. 


| mitted by an Individual or a People; and God 


is no more anſwerable | in a one Caſe, that in 


the other. 


Again, I inſiſt upon it it as a Matter of Fact, 
that Men in general, and upon the whole 5 


Things, have. abuſed the good Gifis and Ta- 
lents, which God has beſtowed upon them. 
Innocence went off in Paradiſe itſelf, and I 
doubt has ſcarce come back ſince; and Reaſon, 
Religion and Virtue ſoon took wing after it. 
From that time the World became univerſally 
unclean, and a Flood was neceſſary to puri- 
fy it. Have matters much mended ſince? 
Let Mr. Mudge conſult Scripture, Hiſtory, 
and Mankind, and ſay whether Men i in gene- 
ral, have not corrupted their Ways. Our Sa- 
viour thought it no Diſhonour to his heavenly 
Father, to ſay that it was but little Flock, to 


whom: he would give the Kingdom ; and that 


few wou'd find the narrow Way to Life, but 
| many the broad Road to Deſtrution. 


Now I would fain know, for what Reaſon : 
Authority ſhould, be exempted from Abuſe 


more than any other of God's Gifts? or what 


greater Abſurdity there is, in ſuppoſing Man to 


make an ill Uſe of his Liberty in this reſpect, 


in general and upon the whole of. Things, than 
in any other Inſtance? or how ſuch a Suppo- 

ſition reflects any more Diſhonour- upon God 
Almizhty ? On the contrary, it is probable 
from Reaſon, and I believe confirm'd by Ex- 
perience, that Authority has been more abys'd 


it, 


f 12 3 . 
i nne no Controul to their as es and 
Wills, are more apt than others, to Festes , 
and a ſwing to them. . 
And now I beſeech my Leder to ju judge, 
Were lies the Abſurdity of the Thing; Where 
the Impeachment of the divine Attributes? 
Whether in ſuppoſing with me, that Authority 
may be apply'd right or wrong, at the Will of 
Man, and that we have 7 Reaſon to conclude, * 
that God interferes more in this, or that Man : 
makes a better uſe of this, than any other of 


the human Qualities or Powers; or, on the 


other hand, in ſuppoſing for ſuch are 

the Conſequences of this 'Gentleman's Arg - 
ment) That there are but two Sorts of 
viz. Demi godt and Demibrutes, that every oe 
in Authority (or at leaſt the Majority of ſuch”) 
from a King to a Conſtable, and from a Pope 
to a Pariſh-Prieſt, is a Partaker of the Divine 


Nature, and has ſome Portion of the ſupreme 


Truth, Wiſdotn, Juſtice and Goodneſs, aſ- 
ſign'd to him, with the Badges of his Autho- 
rity? Tho” I proteſt I don't remember to have. 
obſery'd in my whole Life, any Man become 
wiſer or better for having an Office, except in 
his Circumſtances : However, this great Man 
muſt be obey' d or ador'd, under Pain f 
Damnation, and the poor SubjeR, in the Caſe 
_ of Obedience, can exerciſe his Will no more 
than a Slave in Tarky, nor his Reaſon, any 
more than a Horſe ; nay, he is to ſuppoſe, that 
theſe divine Attributes paſs and repaſs to and 
fro, and are bandied about, Hike a Shuttlecock. 
as 


_ 


_ ; : * : Rakes : m_ 8 L | Wis 


es oft 
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n as a Law is made or 1 or ” 
there is an Alteration in a Mayor of a Town 


or a Member of Parliament, Mr. AM. himſcl! 
e p. 9. That in particular Cafes, the 


** general Order of Things may be diſturb'd, 


«* the: natural Tendency denn hes, by the 
« Violence of human Paſſions, or a thouſand 


«< nameleſs Accidents.” 1 aſk then, Is Au- 


thority ty, when fo diſturb'd and abus'd,” attended 
with the divine Attributes or not? The Affir- 
mative won't be aſſerted; it would be the high» 
eſt Aﬀeont to the divine Majefty, and the 
baſele Proſtitution of his Perfections to do Kzif 


on the other hand, Awhority fo abus'd, is not 


accompanied with thoſe Attributes, then ſuch 
| Qualifications are not neceſſary, and it muſt be 


uncertain whether Authority is accompany'd = 
with them or not, till Reaſon has given Judg- 
nt upon it, whether it is apply to a right 


or. wrong uſe. Let me conſider Church 
'Grvernment in he Light of this Propotiion of 


our Author. This, in any 481 Church, 
at any Petiod of Time, or even including all 

together, is really but a Particular, with re- 
ſpect to the Whole of Things; and therefore 
tis doubtful, according to his own Concæſſion, 
whether in a Church Government, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, or human Paſſions. bave the Lead, 
and juſt as doubtful, its Right to claim Obe- 
dience ; and therefore we may ſafely diſobey 

in this Caſe, on the Principles of Reaſon, con- 


. WAY. the W of Mr. MS; any 
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| Appearances - or Suggeſtions 00 the contrary 
thereof notwithſtanding, | 


1 ſhould not have taken notice of this this 


tleman's Diſtinction, between Authority \ and 
| Power, (tho' they are in Scripture and other 
Writings, frequently made ' uſe of promiſcu- 
ouſly for the fame Thing) had he not by raiſing 
the Ditinctton, rr. 5 
for it can't be deny d, that meer Power ſimply 
conſider'd; came from God, as well as Autho- 


eſtroy'd his Argument ; 


rity; and that the Conſequences of the Abuſe 


of meer Power, are the ſame as of Authority; _ 
for fimple Power is as terrible a Thing as Au- 


thority, whether in the Hands of God or Man; 


therefore either the Communication of the di- 
vine Attributes, is as neceſſary to meer Power, 


as it is to Authority, which invalidates the Di- 
ſtinction; or Authority may operate the Evil, 


as well as Good of Mankind, equally witk 
meer Power, which overturns the Argument. 


I don't find that Mr. Mudge hath given one 
Reaſon, to ſhew, that a Portion of the divine 


Attributes is neceſſary to Authority, that wont 
equally hold goody with an to meer ou" 
Power. 

Ican' teonclude this Head, 8 reminding 


Mr. Mudge of the third Commandment, tis a 
raſb thing to make too fiee with the Name and 
Attributes of Cd, and tis dangerous to 715 5 


the Deity of his Perfections, in order to dre: 


up Mag in borrow'd Plumes. 


* Nec - Dew nel. mi a . nodes a | 3 
Haring 


” _ 
1 Having conſi lered the Foundation of this 
Author's Syſtem of Authority, I come to the 
Structure which he builds upon it, eaſy and con- 
ſiſtent as he thinks it to be. There will then 
* (he ſays, p. 9.) be of rigbt a Prepoſſeſſion 
* in favour of Government, that its Laws, as 
* they are inforc'd by Power, ſo they are 
* founded upon Truth and Equity ; ; and this 
is properly Authority, which being founded 
on Truth and Right, we not only muſt, 
«© but ought to obey, and act inconſiſtent with 
Right and che Truch of Things if we do not.. 
_ =--He goes on--- S0 far is it from being a 
good Account of our Submiſſion to Au- 
e thority, that we ſee the Thing enjoin'd, tobe 
* reaſonable, or right and true, that this would 
_ © preciſely render Authority impoſlible for us; 
« for as far as we are govern'd by Reaſon, we 
« are nat govern'd by Authority; where we 
« do a Thing from Reaſon, we do not* act 
e from Principles of Obedience ; ; Authority 
therefore is juſtified by the Reaſon conceal'd 
under it, which Reaſon is ſo ſtrong, that or- 
we dinarily we ſhould require no other for our 
Obedience, but that it is commanded,” 
Having ſepirated human Authority from 
Deity, and ſhewn that a good or bad Uſe may 
be made of this Quality, as well as of any 
other, it follows, that there is not or RIGHT 
any Prepoſſe Non in Favour of Government, oy 
its Laws are foundes upon Truth and 
but they are, like every thing elſe, to 
amin'd by our Reaſon, before we can * an 


3 Opinion 


K 


1 
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Opinion of them; Prepoſſeſlions are much to 
be ſuſpedted in all Caſes, Let it be obſerv'd | 
here, that Mr. Mudge ſuppoſes two diſtinct 

Kinds of Reaſon, to influence Mankind, the 
one Eſeterich, the other Exoterick; the one 
te a latent conceal'd Reaſon,” involy'd and im. 
ee ply'd in all Authority; P. 10. which works 
* at the Bottom unſeen, in the 17 (hf groſs 
would be this divine Mechaniſm if it food 
% out expos'd to every Eye) fo that he thear- 


1 « £ 


fully fubmits, and Sens be is doing « 


* A * 


2 


* , ERS 1 
15 The other Kind of Reaſon is nothing more 
than the plain obvio''s PDictates of our Under- 
ſtandings, given us by God to diſtinguiſh Right 
from Wrong, which perverſely inſtructs us, 
(according to this Hentlewan 4 That we 
« ſhould believe and obey, ſo far as it is tea- 
ee ſonable, i. e. ſo far as we ſee the Thing to 
abe right and true.“ This latter heterodox 
kind of Reaſon always claſhes with the for- 

mer, in the Caſe of the Authority in queſtion, 
(for where it does not, nrither do Mr. Mudge 
and I) “ and is the very Thing, that would 
render Authority impoſſible; for where we 
« are govern'd by Reaſon, we are not govern'd 
e by Authority, nor act from Principles of 
Gbedience. “- So that if we believe him, 
the former blind, inviſible, unintelligible Pro- 
duct of his own Brain, whoſe Light is thick 
| Darknef, muſt controul and extinguiſh Reaſon 
_ itfelf, tho' as clear and as bright as the Sun, 

or- Mr. Mudges Realoning. 


A | | | 


has a Right, and ought to 
vinc d, that his Command does not contradict 
or oppoſe the ſupreme Law, the Will of God, 


3 8 * 2 
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| n Let | us now examine, how far Reaſon” (I | 
dont mean Mr. Mudge's Camera obſcura, or 


dark Laathorn) pro erly fo call'd, Ou ht to 


govern us, in our Submiffion to Aut ority. 


The Wilt-and Commands of God, as foon as 


mination or Reſerve; for God can require no- 
thing unreaſonable. I am therefore in this 
| Cafe only to be fatisfy'd, that what claims my 


Obedience, as ſuch, is the Command of God; 


and for this Purpoſe God has been pleas'd to 


give ſufficient Evidence of himſeif and his 


Law, to convince every reaſonable and impar- 
tial Man; and then in ſubmitting to it, we 


yield a reaſonable Service, tho' we don't ſee the 


45 8 Reaſon of all God's Commands. 


hen the civil Magiſtrate, or any other, claims 


my Obedience to an authoritative Command, 
I will only fay here, that Py. Mind or Reaſon 


previouſly con- 


and that it is within the Juriſdig ion of the Law- 


giver; ſo that Reaſon is th. Judge of, 77% 7 


tecedent and ſuperior to, all Authority, (except 
that of God himſelf, who likewife takes Rea- 
fon with him, if 1 may fo expreſs it, in all 


his Actions, and ſets it opon a Par with his 
own Authority ; and likewiſe except the . 


thority of ſuperior Wiſdom, which Reaſon 
teaches us to ſubmit to.) This was given by 
God to Man to be the Rule of his Principles, 

his Actions, and his future Judgment. Who- 
35 FFT. =. 


WE. veſted with an_ occult 


—_ 
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ever acts unreaſonably, acts wrong, and & con- 
tra; ſo that Reaſon and Right (1 mean Reaſon 
as it appears to him) are to every Man one and 


the ſame thing, with re to his own Con- 
duct, in Matters within the Compaſs, of his 
Faculties. Mr. Chillingworth ſays of it, For 
my part J am certain, that God hath given us 
our Reaſon to diſcern Truth and Falltood. 
that makes not this Lie of it, but believes Things 
he knows not why, I ſay it is by Chance, that he 
believes the Truth, and not by Choice, and that 
I cannot but fear, that God will not Pe oY 85 
this Sacrifice of Fools. 
Oor Author not only baniſbes Reaſon from 
the ſupreme Authority of God, but from all 
other Kinds of e and blends and con- 
founds them all together; he ſuppoſes, all Au- 
thority, however diſpenſed or adminiſtered, to 
1 Quality or Notion, : 
that it is agreeable to Right, and the Truth of 
Things, and muſt not only be obey'd and ſub- 
| mitted to, but we muſt believe, and muſt Anow 
it, to be frue and right, tho' we don't know, 
and can't believe it; nay tho' we believe, and 
know it to be falſe and wrong. Was ever 
ſuch a Confuſion of the effential Difference of 
Things, and ſuch a Tyranny over Reaſon, at- 
tempted before! It not only deprives Man of 
the Exerciſe of his Underſtanding, but actually 


inverts it, and hampers and holds the Mind in 


the moſt exquiſite Slavery. Suppoſe, what is 


commanded, plainly appears to me to be ma- 
um i in ſe, and my Obedience to it a great Sin, 


it 


and be 


"Tg; 


it i is certain, I can't believe it to be ocherwiſe 18 
than it appears to me; but am 1 even in that 
Caſe oblig d to fubmit to it, or not? If I muſt, 
| 55 I facrifice my Soul and Salvation to Autho- 

_ rity; if not, then Authority. is to be examin d 
= iron by Reaſom. If Authority, Civil 
or Religious, is not to be examin'd by Reaſon, 


I would fain know, how, or by what Rule, 


Authority ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd from meer Pow- 
er; ora right Application of Authority, from 
| the abuſe of it, which ſometimes confeſſedly 

happens? $6 
Again, Let me ſuppoſe the commands of 
God and of the Magiſtrate, or of my Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical Governors, to claſh and contradict 
each other; according to Mr. Mudge they are 
all equally intitled to my Obedience: Truth and 
Right are conceal'd under each Command ; 
and they all differ: He will be pleas'd to in- 
form me, what I muſt do, or whom I muſt 
. obey in this Caſe? And to whom ſhould I go 
but to him for a Solution, who hath lock d 


up my Reaſon, aud chain'd down my Under- 
ſtanding? 


One Word more; Does our Author, in his 0 


bedience to God and his Law, or to Man and 


his, act contrary to his Reaſon, or not? / be 


: does—but it is abſurd to make the Suppoſition, for 
it muſt neceſſarily imply a Want of Reaſon in 
himſelf”; if he does not, then why ſhould he 


require us to do it? | 
I ſhall not conclude this important Subj ef of 

General Authority, without confidering it in 
. NE another 


3% 
another Light, as Private and Givi), in which 


I ſhall trace it from the Cradle, and follow * | 
to its Grave. 


That we carly Wein to kev and act, on 
the Credit or Authority of others, is very cer- 
tain; Nurſes are our firſt Governors, who a- 
wo and command our Infant Imaginations, 
and Opinions, with Fairies, Apparitions and 


other Trifles. We ſoon perceive our Parents 


and Maſters to be wiſer than thoſe old Women, 


and they gain the Authority and Aſcendant 
- over our Faith and Practice; but in Proportion 
as Reaſon opens and advances upon the Child, 
through the progreſſive Stages of his Youth, 
the Parental 1 N itſelf dwindles and de- 
clines, till at length 5 56 in a manner fank 
and abſorb'd in the Reafe on of the Man; what 


was once Authority, 6.0 becomes mere Gra- 


litude, leaving nothing behind, but the Pre- 
? Judice of Education, (and our Author knows 
how eaſy it is to wipe that off.) Thus Reaſon 
| exerts and demonſtrates her Empire over A. 
 thority, which, when ſet up in Oppoſition to 
it, is only fit for Boys and F----1s, and not for 
ſtrong and wiſe Men. However it muſt be 


owned, that Reaſon ſometimes gives way to 
the Prejudice of Education, Cuſtom, Intereft, 
or the Opinion of others. The Truth ! is, that 


the Proportion of the Credit given between 
Man and Man to this Private Authority, 
| where there is no Doubt of 57 7 is as the 


Eſtimation of Superior Knowledge ; ſo "a 


0 Credit and *. as Reaſon a vances, con- 


dine y. 


ing himſelf to either of the Profeſſions, his Truf 
vpon others, or their Authority over him, 
finks in Proportion, as his own Knowledge 
riſes, till at length perhaps, by ſuperiority of 
Knowledge, he gains an Authority over thoſe, 
who once claimed it over him; ſo that where - 
Sree, is the moſt gte, there f the maſt | 
Authority of this Kind. Being ſenſible of the 
Abilities of Mr. Mudge, and many of his Bre- 
thren, 1 will allow them to have a good deal 


of Authority with me in this reſpect ; but in 


general, neither Civil nor Religious Governors 
as ſuch, being intitled to ſuperior Knowledge, 
they are not to Private Authority; neither is 
this Kind of Authority generally intended by 
either of us, in the Sermon or Anſwer, Let 
me add here, that this Kind of Authority 1 
not obligatory or compulſive - for this Kind of 
Authority depends rather upon the Will of the 
| Perſon that pays the Homage, than him that 
receives it. A Boy will pay little regard to a 
Teacher, that he thinks, knows no more than 
himſelf: . neither Mr. Moder or I, have 


ority over our Readers than they 


any mote Aut 
will be pleaſed to give us. 


As to Civil Authority or Government, our 


Perſons are more in Subjection, than our Minds. 


We are here to ſubmit to and obey Com- 

mands or Laws, the Reaſon of which we can- 
not perceive, or which appear to us to be un- 
reaſonable, in caſe they are within the Province 
of the Civil Magiſtrate ; but then the Autho- 


\ 


re it's 1, 
rity of this latter, is not fo abſolute over the 
Mind, as over the external Conduct, at leaſt 


not without the Aſſiſtance of Private Autho- _ + 


rity, concurring with the Civil. I can't think 
a Law to be prudent or juſt, which appears to 


me to be quite contrary : But if in this Caſe, 


the two Authorities unite, and the Civil Ma- | 
g ſtrate adds ſuperior Knowledge to his Power, ; 
Obedience ſo far, becomes both a reaſonable 
and agreeable Du: y: And in all theſe Caſes, 
the Commands of a Civil Governour ought . to 
have ome Weight and Authority upon our 
Minds and Sentiments, though we do not ſee 
the hidden Springs that move them; becauſe 
thoſe at that Helm, have greater Opportunities Eo 
of Surveying the whole Machine of Govern- 
ment, and conſequently of Judging what is 
for the publick Good, than any other; they 
are likewiſe more intereſted, generally, in the 
Preſervation of the whole; and may be rea- 
ſonably ſi ppoſed, to call to their Affiffance, 1 
| beſt and wiſeſt Adviſers. Theſe Conſiderations, 
together wich that of the Benefit and Neceſſity 
of Government for the publick Utility, ought, 
I fay, to give it ſome Authority over our Minds, 
without craving in Aid of the Divine Attri- | 
butes for our Governors, or any latent concealed 
| Reaſon for qur Obedience : But, this Authori- 
ty will ceaſe, when the Mind is convinced upon 
plain and fall Evidence, that the Commands of 
the Magiſtrate are unjuſt, unreaſonable, and 
Wrong. However this Conviction ought not to 
89 * Diſcontents, or perhaps COP. 
ion 


Fes 


or at moſt n until we ſee the 
Good of the Community, upon the whole, 


manifeſtly and greatly injured, by a long Series 
of publick, notorious and grievous Oppreſſions 

P : 
(for tis for the greater Good to bear Oppreſ- 


ſion to a certain, nay, a very great Degree, 


rather than to take Arms' againſt it.) This Se- 
ties of Oppreſſions, in Compliment to Mr. 


Mudge, I will call Neteriety, though there is 


no Inſpiration or Conjuration in it, and will 


with him make it an Exception to my general 
Raule, of external Obedience to the Civil Ma- 


giltrate. That this Credit and Authority given 


to Civil Government, and the Notoriety with 


Which i it concludes, does not affe of influence 


us, (any more than private Authority) with 
_ reſpect to our Obedience to Spiritual Governors, 
in Points of Faith and Practice, will, 1 pre- 
ſume, appear pretty clear, upon the peruſal of 
the wh ej 
I Would omit nothing argumentative or no- 
table! in the Sermon, and e take notice 
of the Inſtances produced to illuſtrate and prove 


ole of this my Anſwer to the Sermon. 


the Notion of Authority inculcated therein, 
to wit, of Philoſophers, Lawyers, Phyſicians, 


and even Architects, who gain an Autho- 
rity over me, on Account of this latent Truth 


imply'd in their Opinions and Deciſions, that 


that they are right and good; he might have 5 
| deſcended, *tis but a Step, from the Architect 
to my Taylor and Servant, becauſe the one 
makes my Clothes, and the other bruſhes them, 
with Judgment. TOR poffibly, in Matters of 
: E 3 : 
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tobe h, 


Philoſophy, Law or Phyſick, I might Four: 
to ſubmit to the Judgment of. Sir Jſaac New- 


ton, the Attorney General, or Dr. Mead, be- 


cauſe my Reaſon inſtructs me, that Men of | 


their diſtinguiſhed Knowledge, Experience and 


Eminency, in their ſeveral Profeſſions, are 


more to be depended upon, than others of an 


inferior Character; i. e. they have a natural 
Authority over me, which ſubſiſts no longer 
N e my Ignorance. in their Profeſſions; for 


anger I have Knowledge enough of the Law, 
hyſick, to perceive that this eminent Law- 
5 s Opinion, is contrary to an Act of Par- 
liament, or that this learned Doctor's Potion 
(he will excuſe the Suppoſition, it is not im- 


poſſible) ſhould be rather adapted to increaſe, 
than remove my Indiſpoſition, what would be⸗ 
come of their Authority over me? Now no 

one that reads the Scriptures, can be ignorant 
what to believe and do, in order to obtain Sal- 


vation; and therefore theſe Inſtances give no 


Authority to Church Governors; at leaſt, with 
reſpect to thoſe that ate ſtrong. Let me 
take the ſame Liberty with Mr. Mudge, and 


make ſome Suppoſitions of particular Caſes. 
Suppoſe the Law de Heretico comburendo, the 
Schiſen Bill, and the Occaſional Conformity Act, 


| were now in force by Authority, can I believe | 
that there is any Notion of Right and Truth 
concealed and involved in thoſe Laws ? I dare 
ſay this Gentleman himſelf would not think 
ſo; and though J ſtill ſubmit to the Corpora- 
tion end Teſt- Act, and ſome good Churchmen 


to 
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t , the Tofeaden-Ac. yet bly” we may 
Teſpe&fully wiſh them repealed, with the o- 
thers. And I farther own, I ſhould very 
hardly be brought to declare my wnfeigned 
| 4 _ and Conſent, to the damnatory Clauſe 


the 9 572 an Creed, though this or any 


er Gentleman ſhould threaten me with Ex- 


communication, or (which is the ſame Thing) 
with Damnation for refuſing 1 + 2 


Suppoſe again, a Law ſhould be made a gainſt 


Pluralities and Sinecures, or to ebe Cans of 
the ſacred Revenues of our Cathedral Churches, 
to prophane carnal Uſes, for the Service of the . 


Publick; ſhould either Mr. Mudge or myſelf 


be brought to believe ſuch a Law to be juſt and 
right? I'm ſure the Loſs of ſome of my good 
Friends thereby would give me Pain, and 
be has a more ſenſible Reaſon to call it abo 


minably wrong, in ſpite of all latent Princi- 


ples whatſoever. One Word more : --- What 


will become of our late and preſent Patriots, 


if we are to believe, that whatever an Admi- - 

| Nration does, is right; and that thoſe are aſ- 

5 ſiſted with the Divine Artributes, who are veſt- 
ed with Authority? | 


I proceed to the only Exception, this'Gen- 
tleman has been pleaſed to make, to excuſe or 


controul our Submiſſion to his Plan of Au- 
thority; and, in conſidering it, I ſhall com- 


prehend all, that is materially ſaid in the Ser- 


mom, upon the Subject, vide p.11, 21, 22, Cc.) 
lt is a certain high Degree of Evidence, a 
1 certain Notoriety of Fact, which diſcovers 


E . itſelf 


[36], 

* jtſelf to the common Sende of Mankind, 
« which is the natural Check, that God Al- 
mighty has given to Authority ; ; this, he ſays, 
the Providence of God pe:mits very fel- 
dom to happen, for it is terrible when it 
comes, and leaves deep Scars behind it; for 
when the Corruptions of Government are 

come to a certain Degree of Maturity, the 
Work is performed by the common Senſe 
© or Feeling of Mankind, united together, | 
and work'd up into a firong Fermentation; 


e ed by Paſſion, or inſpirited by Entbuſiaſcn, 
- whoſe Principles of Diſſolution, after they 
© have been let looſe to root up and to de- 
© ſtroy, are not. eaſily gathered in again.“ 
As an Inſtance of which, he mentions the Re- 
formation, and afterwards ſays, that ** thoſe 
Times, God in the Courſe of his Provi- 
e dence has provided ſhall be felt, when the 
Hour is come, by the general Body of Man- 
e kind, who then act, by a Kind of Inſpira- 
uy tion, as one Man And without this No- 
 toriety, we are not to exerciſe our Reaſon 


or private Judgment, though aſſiſted by Scrip- 
ture, againſt the Authority he ſets up. In 


anſwer to all this, I ſhall content myſelf, and 
1 hope ſatisfy my Reader, by aſking our Au- 
thor a few Queſtions, which he will be Pleaſed ; 


to anſwer when he can. 
Firſt, What. Evidence can be produce, (be- | 
fides his own Aſſertion) that this Notorzety, 
as deſcribed by him, will excuſe me from the 
| Es — 


not cool Reaſon, but Reaſon violently eat. 4 


is no longer coo 


5 


1 NE 


"1. Obligations I owe to Authority, and is the na- ; 


tural Check which God hath given to it? 
SgSecondly. Whether it ever did, or ever can 


b a ” Miracle) happen, that the common 


enſe or Feeling of Mankind, ſhould unite to- 


gether, by a kind of Inſpiration, as one Man, 


in doing any one AQ? 


Thirdly, By what Criterion ſhall T know 


when this Notoriety happens, and how ſhall I 
diſtinguiſh it from an Inſurrection or a Rebelli- 
on, from Tack Straw's Rout, Sacheverell's S Mob, "7 


or Whitefield s Congregation $ 


Fourthly, Whether it is not a groſs RefleQi- „ 
on upon the Wiſdom and Honour of God, that 
the Means he makes uſe of, to bring . 

to act agreeable to Right and Reaſon, is 16 N 


working them u up into a Fermentation, whic 


In other Words, by making Men mad, in order 
to bring them to their Senſes ? 


Pifthly, How ſhall Proteſtants act in | Popiſh 
Countries, for Want of this Notoriety? It he 


ſays, the Reformation ſtill ſubſiſts for this Pur- 
poſe, I aſk, whether the Separation of all the 


 . Chriſtian Churches in the World, from the 
Uſages and Rites of the Church of England, is 


not an equal Notoriety, to juſtify a Separation 
from her? 


Sixthly, Whether the Reformation, (the only 
Inſtance he gives of Notoriety) was not rather 
brought about, by the Paſſions. and Politicks 


of King Harry, or * Obſtinacy and falſe Po- 


Reaſon, but Reaſon violently 3 
heated by Paſſion, and inſpirited by Enthuſiaſm ; 


licy 


[ 38 15 4 
licy E the Pope, E by any Inſpiration or 5 
thuſiaſ amongſt the People? And one Word 


riety, t "at he has taken ſo much Pains to rail 


At it. 


Laſtly, How c can this e ter it to 


God and to Mankind, to ſet ſuch a vague, . un- 
certain, abſurd Thing, as this 8 207 9, 6 
the only Bounds, to limit Authority? 15 


"+ be 
I won't drop this Subject, without giving two 


Inſtances of Notoriety that occur to me as very 
propos to Mr. Mudge's Deſcription : The one 
is, When Aaron and the People join'd againſt 
God and Moſes, in making and worſhiping the 
Golden Calf; the other, when the High-prieſts 
and the Jews in the midſt of their general and 
enthuſia 
Crucify him, Crucify him. Excuſe me for 
making a Reflection, upon each of theſe Ex- 


ick Zeal, cry'd out with one Voice, 


amples, viz. Firſt, That High-prieſts can plead 


Preſcription, for leaving their God to worſhip 


Gold.  2dly, That Jeſus Chriſt ſuffer'd for be- 


1 5 a Diſſenter from the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
I weu'd here draw a ſhort Sketch of our Au- | 
thor's Authority, ſo far as we have gone, with 


his Notoriety tack'd to it. 


I am then to ſubmit my lage and Actions, 
my Reaſon and Conſcience, * eternal Salva- 


tion 


that 


42 
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by the bye, what Part did the Biſhops and Cler- 
gy act in that Affair? for it has been ſu; geſted, 
that it was a very odd one. It is fig 

they then complain'd of the Thing, as much as 
this Gentleman now does of its Effects. I own I 
am ſorry, as this is his only Inſtance of Noto- 


td 


tion and Damnation, to every civil and MEWS" 10 
aſtical Oppreſſor that bas a Power over me; 
and I muſt not only obey his arbitrary Com- 

mands, but believe them to be right, tho. 1 
think them to be wrong, and be convinc'd by 
a Reaſon, couch'd under Authority, which no 
one upon Earth can find out; provided always 
nevertheleſs, that when God Almighty. ſhall = 
be pleaſed, by a ſort of Inſpiration, to work 
up all Mankind to Enthuſiaſm and Madneſs, 

then the World and I may join e 3 
bring this Tyrant to Reaſon. 

I now follow our Preacher to his eh 

Caſe of Church Authority, which he introduces, 
p. 12. by ſaying, ©* That the Apoſtle puts the 
Authority of Church and State exactly upon 
* the ſame Footing ;” which he imagined he 
had before prov'd (in p. 8.) by comparing the 

_ Scriptures there cited, (and which I have. be- 
fore conſidered) with © Rom, xiii, That the 


civil Power 7s ordain'd of God, and 1s the 


Miniſter of God for Good; that Rulers are a 
Terror, not to good Works, but to the Evil; 
e that if we do that which is good, we need 
not be afraid of the Power. With reſpect. 


to which Text, it is to be obſerv'd, that the 
Apoſtle had laid down the general Rule, imme- 


diately before, Let every Soul be ſabject to the 
higher Powers; ; and ſubjoins the Words cited 
aàãs the Reaſon of it, by which St. Paul intended 


to ſhow the Chriſtians that, tho' they were 


free from the Jewiſb Yoke, yet they were not, 


by #95 MOR! Privileges, to be exempted flom 


the . 
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| the Laws of Nature or their Country, fo far 
| ts they were concerned in Civil Society, + 


As to the Nature of Religious Authority, T 
will only fay at preſent, that whatever Law 
or Command contradicts, or to me apparently 
contradicts the Scripture, which is the Product 
of infinite Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, muſt be 
wrong, and in this caſe I muſt obey God ra- 
ther than Man; and the Senſe of Scripture is 
| to be found out and determined by the fame 
Methods and Evidences, as any natural or 
civil Matter, by comparing Things with Things, 
and the Judgment of others, and the Deter- 
mination of Reaſon upon the whole. 
The Difference between Spiritual ADE, 
and Temporal (which are faid by him to be 
exactly equivalent to each other) 1 take to be 
confiderable ; for Inſtance, St. Paul's Autho- 
rity, was not only extraordinary, but temporary, 
it begun and ended with the Apoſtles. ' As 
ſoon as the Canon of Scripture was compleat- 
ed, it became a perfect Rule of Obedience, 
and needed no more Explanations or Atteſta- 
tions; from this time the Holy Scriptures be- 
came the unalterable Law of God, which no 
ſubſequent Law can controul or change: But 
from the Nature of Things, temporal Laws 
muſt be frequently fluctuating and varying, 
Civil Governors continually ſucceed each other, 15 
each enjoying the fame Power of making, al- 
tering, and repealing Laws, as different Cir- 
cumſtances and Accidents ſucceſſively occur, 
and without an equal Obligation and Submiſſion. 
F e, 


[41] 


to each ſucceſſive Governor, and their reſpec- : 


tive Laws, the World would become. a Ball 


of Sand, and a Heap of Confuſion ; fo that 
the Civil Magiſtrate has the Authority of a 

Principal, the Spiritual at beſt, only that of 
a Deputy; the one makes and alters Laws, 


| the other only publiſhes Laws already made. 


3 The Civil Power only claims a 8 
cover my External Conduct, which is within 


his Juriſdiction ; but Mr. Mudge, in behalf of 


the Ecclefiaſtical Magiſtrate, claims the En- 


pire over Faith and Conſcience, which is not 
within his Juriſdiction, but the ſole Prerogative 5 
of God Almighty, without producing any. 
Commiſſion Gm him, and therefore this Claim 
1s an unjuſt Uſarpation upon Gd. ; 
The Civil Magiſtrate is the ultimate Fudge 
in temporal Matters, and may rewatd or puniſh 
his Subjects, without controul, according to 
their Deſerts, or his Pleaſure; but in ſpiritual 
Affairs, thank God, there is a dernier Neſort, 
an Appeal to an higher Tribunal, where the 
| Governors and Governed muſt appear and an- 
ſwer together: There the Queſtion will not be, 


| What Obedience did you pay to the Mandates 


of your Eccleſiaſtical Governor, but to the 
Commands of God? The Scripture, the Scrip- 
ture will be the only Teſt, in that important 
deciſive Day; Have you followed that Guide? 
And where is the Man that dares then accuſe 
vou? Haye you left that to follow your 
Church ay Who i is he * will then 
| you? 8 
Dn : * But 


48; 1 


But to ſhew the Difference between our 


Obidiction to the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Powers, 


in the ſtrongeſt Light, I will produce ſome- 
Places of Scripture relating to each, by way of 
Contraſt to each other, by which it will appear, 
that in the one Caſe, it enforces Obedience, in 


the other, it breathes nothing but the Spirit of 
Liberty, 


cc 
me 


cc 


« Gon the Things that are Gop 's. 
N know that the Princes of the Gentiles. 
5 exerciſe dominion over them, and they that 
are great exerciſe Authority upon them, but 
it ſhall not be ſo among you; for one is your 
Maſter even Chriſt, and all ye are Brethren. 


8 Put them i in Mind 70 te ſubjet 70 Princi Y 


© palities and Powers, ---- Submit yourſelves to 
4 


every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake, 


=.00 5 


whether is be to the King as ſupreme, &c. 
Fear God, Honour the King. --- Render to 
Cæſar the T lings that are Czſar's, and to 


Not that we have dominion over your. 
Faith,---Call no Man Maſter upon Earth. —— 
Stand faſt in the Liberty, wherewith Chriſt 


* hath made you free.”----Laſtly, in the xivth 
Chapter to the Romans, immediately after the | 
Apoſtle had directed Obedience to the Civil 


Powers, in the moſt general Terms, he adds, 


: talking of ſuch as were weak in the Faith, 


Judge him not, who art thou that judgeft E 


4 another Man's Servant | ? to bis own. Maſter he 
« flandeth or falleth; God is able to make bim 
« fland; ey one of Us foal gi ve an Account of 


* 3 4 


* 


/ 


"I? 


«þ mſilf fo „ God, Let tis not therefore judge 


ce one another. 
It will be objected here, that I-muſt ve 


deen partial or deficient, in this Collection of 
Texts of Scripture, for inſtead of producing 
Proofs of Eccleſiaſtizal Authority, theſe prove 
the quite contrary, whereas the Scripture muſt 
certainly abound in Rules and Directions, re- 
lating to the Governors, their Duty and Power, 
and the Governed, with the Neceſſity and : 
Terms of their Obedience, eſpecially as on 
this Authority, and a due Submiſſion to it, de- 


pends the Government of the Church on 


Earth, and the eternal Happineſs of Mankind, 
according to Mr, Mudge. In Vindication of | 
myſelf, I muſt declare, that I cannot find one 
Text, in all the Bible, to ſupport or counte- 
nance our Author's Notion o Authority; and 
if I ſhould have overlooked any ſuch, as Mr. 
 Mudge himſelf, who hath been well paid for 
 Nudying the Scriptures, hath not been able to 
produce one of them to ſuit his Purpoſe, ſure- 
ly it will be arſuffigient Excuſe for me, who 


| have not got a Farthing by it, and 7 never once 
F 2 Wea of a Canonry. 


I agree with Mr. Muage, p. 12, 13. ce That 
in one View, Man is to be conſidered as a 


t t 
cc. 


governs by his own Laws, to wit, the 
Sacred Scriptures, where every thing is eter- 


5-0 nal, O far tis well. But he — The 
| . r 


* Subject to human Government, in another 
e as an eternal Being, and Member of an eter- 
nal Government, where God is King, and 
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« Uſe of Goverment in Church and State, is . 
eto enforce the reſpective Laws, and to ſuper- 


* intend, the Welfare of the whole Body, ſo as 


E 1 18575 't be defeated of its End.. 
If by the Government of the Church, had 

been meant, God's own Government by his Word, 5 

Providence and Spirit, without doubt we muſt 


univerſally ſubmit to this ſupreme Law, © A 
Law, which (as Mr. Mudge expreſſes it p. 15). 
4 cannot be twiſted, fo as to be made to con- 


« form to our Fancies. and Variations, but we 
* muſt come to it; Men cannot be happy up- 


on any other T erms, or by any other means, 
and there can be no Diſpenſation or Allow- 


* ance for a Man, that docs not believe and 
cc do it. 55 | 

© Who could falpedt n goons to proceed 
from tlie ſame Pen with the reſt of the Ser- 
mon? Let me add to them, that, 'tis a dan- 
gerous thing for Men to build upon this Foun- 


« dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, the 


<« Inſtitutions, Inventions, and Command- 


« ments of Men; which are but Wood, Hay, 
„ and Stubble, whoſe End is to be burnt.” _ 
But Mr. Maud e, by the Government of the 


Church, means 15 the eccleſiaſtical Governors, 
as well as “ thoſe of the State, are to inforce the 


Laws, and ſuper ntend the Body, that it 
* mayn't be 2 of its End. 
I know it is fo in the State, where every © one is 


ſupreme Legiſlator, Judge and King, in his own 


Kingdom; but in the Church, whole Kingdom 
is it? Strange Preſumption 1 to engroſs it all, and 
N leave 


; — 


1835 
leave no room for God | As if his Laws were 
ſo feeble and deficient as to need Enforcement 


by Man, without which God's End in it“ 
would be defeated ; and as if God could not 


ſup? erintend his own Kingdom! 


In p. 16, our Author conſiders the Diſtine- 


tian, between a Kingdom of Faith, and earth- 
ly Sovereignties; and ſeems (I think without 


much reaſon). to be in ſome pain for the lat- 
ter; however, he ſuppoſes them to have © influ- 
op enc' 'd Mankind nearly alike, ſometimes the 
©, one. prevailing, in ordine ad Spiritualia, and 
« ſometimes the. other in ordine ad Temporalia, 

e ſometimes. the High Prieſt becoming the 


temporal Sovereign, and ſometimes the tem- 
* poral Sovereign becoming the Head of the 


“Church, as they paſs to and fro this Middle. 
For my own Part, I can't think that the 


Ballance hath been kept quite ſo even; I ima- 


gine that Earth and Senſe have generally got 


the better of Faith, both in the. caſe of the 
Prince and the Prelare. 1 don't ſee, how a 
| High Prieſt becomes a better Church Gover- 
nour, by being made a temporal Prince; tis 
certain he is not the better Prince, for being a 


Prieſt. Theſe good Men, generally carry their 
religious Tenets too far into their Principali- 


ties; their old Rule to ſtarve one half of their 
Subj ects, and perſecute the other, tho' 'tis ve- 
yo 21 Doctrine in ordine ad Spiritu- 


abs, becauſe hereby 4heſe are wean'd from 
Earth, andboſe ſent to Heaven, yet I doubt 'tis 


a bad Piece of ** in ordine ad Temporalia, 


becauſo : 
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becauſe it impoveriſhes and Gepopulntes the 


Coun + 
On the other hand, 1 ſhould be apt to ci 
that the temporal Sovereign muſt be too much 
embarraſs'd and entertain'd with the Splendors, 


Pleaſures, Cares and Engagements of an earth- 


ty Crown, to pay a due Regard, not only to 
his own everlaſting Concerns, but alſo to thoſe 


| of all his People, by enforcing the Laws, and 
 Kiperintencing the Members of Jeſus Chrift. 


Let me aſk, why a King mayn't be acknow- 


ledg d Head of the Phyfick Line, with as much 
Propriety as Head of the Churth > Mr. Cart 
tells us, that every genuine King of E---d is born 


a Phyfician. And ] dare fay, there is not more 


than one King in Europe, who does not under- | 
ſtand Phyfick as well as Diviniiy. And it is 
certain that a King has a greater Intereſt and 

Juriſdiction in and over his Peoples Bodies than 


their Souls. And as to the Subjects, in ſome 


Places, to my Knowledge, they have been long 


us'd to take a Salutary Doſe of publick week- 


ly Opiates. It may indeed be objected, that 


the King can't viſit all his Patients himſelf. 


However, ſometimes, perhaps a Royal Viſitati- 


en may become neceſſary ; at other times, he 
may appoint Deputies, and conſtitute Arch- 


Doctors, Lords-Doctors, and Pariſh- Doctors, 


who in their ſeveral precincts, may preſcribe 
Phyſick with great Dignity and Gain; but, as 


there may be Quacks in all Profeffions, Io .- un 
1 ſhould deſire to chooſe my own Doctor, as 


well as my owa Parſon, I ſhall conclude this 
12777585 e Head 
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Head with obſerving, that God is ſole King of 
his Church, and can and will govern his King- 
dom, enforce his Laws, and ſuperintend his 
5 Subjects, Himſelſ. without the Aſſiſtance of a 
Kingly-Prieſt, or a Prieſtly-King; and that 
Religion and Politicks, have no more Connec- 


ny tion with each other, than God and Mammon. - 


WMWWe are now arriv'd to a Flight of Steps, by 
which we are to climb to Authority, in another 
Point of View. It is firſt ſuppos'd (as it very 


I% juſtly may) that we have no particular Direc- 


tions relating to the Government of the Church; 
our Author thereupon ſays, | p. 19. that, ac- 
| cording to Reaſon, (for Reaſon, when it ſuits 
his Argument, is very proper to be call'd in 
Aid) © we ſhould have affociated ourſelves into 
* a Chriſtian Society, with certain Powers, 
e ſuch as we thought beſt adapted to that 
„End, in the fame | "Mr as Men conſider'd 
in a civil Society, would act in the lame 
Circumſtances. 
Before I enter upon this Argument, L ſhall 
ke: Occaſion, from our Author's Suppoſition 
here, vix. That Feſus Cbriſt has given no Di- 
rections about Government, to obſerve, that Chrift 
and his Apoſtles were moſt critical and nice in 
| explaining, and moſt expreſs and plain in re- 
quiring our Obedience to the eſſential and 
weightier Matters of the Law; ſo that none 
can be at a Loſs what they are to believe and 
practiſe, in order to obtain Heaven and ever- 
luæaſting Happineſs. But as to Days and Times, 
5 * and Driaks, Rites and Forms, Church 


. Worſhip 


488] 
Worlhip and Church Authority, thoſe Traps 
pings and Appendages of Religion, Chrift and 
his Apoſtles are moſt remarkably, and I believe 
deſignedly filent about them: rom whence 1 
_ conclude, that they are no Part of real Chriſti- 
anity; but meer indifferent Things, concerning 
which People may differ very innocently, and 
ought to do it charitably: The Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is certainly a Broadbottom Scheme; tis 
not Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs, Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt : Circumciſion is no- 
thing, nor Uncircumtifion, out vpn: tbe m- 
mandments of God. * 
I now come to his Argument, which "WM 
That becauſe Men, Joining in a civil Society, 
may agree to certain Laws, and a particular 


Form of Government, therefore ſo may they, 


When aſſociating in a religious Society. The 
Difference is this, that Men aſſociating in a 
civil Society, have a Right to form their o] 
Conſtitution and Government, to which they 
afterwards muſt ſubmit ;' but in Religion, there 
is a ſupreme Governor, and Laws already ſet- 
tled, and no general Agreement can oblige any 
Individual to act contrary to his Senſe of the 


Law of God, which is his Rule of Life; for 


every Man muſt give an Account hereafter f 
his own Faith and Practice, or in other Words, 


of his own Conſtruction of, and Obedience to, 
the Law of God; in judging whereof, every 
Man has as much Right to differ from another, | 
as another has from him. Reaſon and Con- 
ene are * — they can't act by 
Proxy, 


tal 5 
Ke, 2 won t always be hucrid away 15 | 
2 Majority, or give Place to Numbers. 
_ ,- Our Author's ſecond Gradation is founded 
on a Suppoſition, that the civil Government 
ſhould become Chriſtian; in which Caſe he 
9 lays, P. 19. this Government would have a 
© Right to ſecure its everlaſting Intereſt, in 
& conjunction with its temporal, and create. 
4 ſuch Powers, whether in the temporal Go- 
© yernors, (i. e. in themſelves) or others newly 
& inſtituted, as they ſhould think would beſt an- 
« ſwer their Purpoſe; and ſo they would be juſti- 
„ fy'd in erecting a Church Government, and 
40 inveſting the Governors and Miniſters in it“ 
(it ſounds odd to call the ſame Perſons Maſters 
and Servants in the ſame Breath) wich ſuch 
« Powers, Honours. and Advantages as they 
« ſhould think fit. And thus far (he adds) 
« the Church need not call in the Aid of the 
ee State, to account for the Pawers and Ad. 
* wantages of its Miniſters,” . _ 
Who, of what is it, in the Name of com- 
mon Senſe, but the Aid of the State that he 
calls in, throughout this Paragraph, in order 
to inveſt the Miniſters of the Church with 
their Powers, Advantages and Honours ? But | 
to let this paſs--- : 
My Reader has obſers d, that hitherto, as he 
hasfollow'd Mr. Mudge and myſelf, out Church 
Governors have all been ſpifitual and eccleſiaſti- 
cal; but lo! here the Scene is ſhifted; the 
"" are given up, and this Gentleman and 
the Church take Shelter under the Wings of © 


G . 


— 


AY 


i "tet 


temporal Power, at the Expence of at leaſt two EG, 


thirds of the Arguments of the Sermon; for, 


if the temporal Government has a Right to ſe⸗ 8 


cure its ever ſaſting Intereſt, as well as its ſecular, 


and to create ſuch Powers as they pleaſe in 


themſclves or others for this Purpoſe, what 


becomes of the Text, of the Authority of St. 
Paul and his Succeſſors, of Church Authority, 


of the divine Original by a Preſcription for 
1600 Years, of Excommunication, Articles of 


Faith, Rules of Worſhip, or Abſolution? 


The Church is here made the Creature of 


the State, whoſe Governors may put in or turn 
out, not 2000 only, but 20000 Church Go- _ 

vernors in a Day, if they can find them; and 
_ Inſtead of ranſacking Reaſon and Scripture in 


vain, to find out the Authority of the latter, it 
appears now to him to be all confin'd to the 


Book of Statutes; and thoſe ſpiritual Doctors 
are obliged meckly and humbly to receive Ar- 
_ ticles for, their Belief, and Rules for their Prac- 
tice, and Limits to their Power, from their 
| and our temporal Governors, without which 


they can exerciſc neither Office or Authority 1 in 
the Church. T0 


As I ſhall gladly lay hold * every 8 


nity, to tſhew my R for the Church and 
the Clergy, which ſhall always keep pace with 


the juſt Rights of the one, and a proper Exer- 
ciſe of them by the others, ſo I ſhall take their 
part now, when their Bedtlier: hath left them 
in the Lurch, and unkindly given them up; 
for if the Chuich mult have Governors, E 
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ik 'tis is moſt AS 27 to the Nature of Re- 
ligion, that they ſſlould be ſpiritual ones; and 
that the Head of any Church, but our own, 
(fince Chriſt alone is not ſufficient for that Of- 
| fice) ought rather to be a Biſbop than a King. 
To govern a Kingdom on Earth, and the King- 
dom of Heaven too, ſeems rather too much 
for one Man to graſp at. 
Heſides, the Natures of theſe two Kingdoms 
ſeem to be as different, and as diſtant from each 
other, as their Situation. Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is at leaſt one of the Kings and Heads of his 
own Church, and who certainly knew the Ge- 
nius of his Religion as well as any Man, would 
not have been the Son of a Carpenter, but the 
Son of an Emperor, if it had been agtecable to 
the Spirit of his Religion, that both Govern- 
ments ſhould be under one Direction: If Por- 
ers, Honours and Advantages upon Earth had 
been proper Qualifications for his Prime Mini- 
ſters, he would not have choſen a few poor il- 
literate F iſhermen for this Purpoſe. The Courts 
of Princes are fill'd with the Noble, the Rich, 
and the Mighty; but he ſays, not many ſuch 
are call'd in his Kingdom, I therefore don t 


well ſee, how the two Courts can long unite 


and coaleſce together under | one Government 
and Head. yy 


Again, © That a Government has a Right 
to ſecure the everlaſting Intereſt of a Socieiy,,' 
is, I own, new to me: I never learn'd trom 
Reaſon or Scripture, that Men could be ſav'd 
by their Repreſcn:atives, or dimn'd in the 
2 Lump: 


N 
tort. 
3 Lump: No Man ought to chuſe a Religion for 
another in this World; that won't anſwer or 
him in the nexkt. 4 
Farther, if the State has a. natural Ri ght * 
exert its Power, with reſpect to the 1 
ment of the Church, it muſt extend to a Po- 
fiſh, as well as a Proteflant Adminiſtration, 


How well would this Doctrine have ſounded at 


Court, at the Times juſt preceding the Revo- + 
lution, when Popery was breaking in like a 
Flood! And perhaps ſome may think, it will 
keep cool till a ſecond. Reftoration, and then 
9 a f. Jacobites by Hundreds. However, 1 "43 
verily believe, the Sermon was never intended 
by the Preacher for ſuch a Seaſon ; and before 
it comes, I hope every Scrap of it will be ap- 5 
ply'd to a much ph, why Uſe. 
I ſhall make no other Obſervation upon the 
next Propoſition, than that I can't agree, that 
* in general the ſame Duties are required in 
«© Church and State.” I take them to be as 
diſtin& from each other as Heaven and Earth. 
The next Advance this Gentleman makes, 
upon * looking more cloſely into the Matter, 
js in p. 20. that there has ever been TR 
with the Chriſtian Profeſſion, a Church Po- 


* lity or Government, and that this Govern- ©, 


© ment has been epiſcopal for 1600 Years paſt ; 
** ſo that Church Authority, as it is eftabliſh'd | 
ec amongſt us, has an Advantage above all others 
1e whatſoever, as it claims to have a Divine 

de 12 5 „ ** this is another ſtrong Reaſon 


« * for our preſent Church hs And in 
| the 


? 


e ſtles. appointed Perſons. to preſide over the 
Churches, under the Names of Biſhaps; El- 


* ders, Prophets, Paſtors, Teachers,” with 
an &c, One would at firſt imagine he was 


reckoning up the Dignitaries of a Conclave ; 
but Mr. Mudge very prudently declines exa- 
mining into the Diſtintion between theſe 
Names or Orders; for who would have thought 


it ? But ſo it is, that all theſe, are but dif- 


ferent. Names ſor one and the ſame individual 


Office, (except the Prophets, which became 


extinct with, or ſoon after the Apoſtles.) The 
Apoſtles. inſtituted but uo diſtinct Offices in 


5 the Church, vi. Biſhops Or P r eſbyters, and 
Deacons; the firſt we: may call an Eccleſiaſtical, 


and the other a. Lay Order; and Mr, Mudge 
muſt bear with me for aſſerting, let him diſ- 


prove me if he can, that the Biſtops of Jeſus 
Cbriſt and his Apoſtles, were nothing more or 


leſs than poor Preſbyterian Teachers, As to the 


| Biſhops, the Government, of the now eſta- 


bliſhed Church, Mr. Mudge waves their Scrip- 


ture Right, (tho he complaiſantly mentions it 


as a Claim) and relies only upon ſome Govern- 
ment's being eſtabliſhed ar firft, and contents 
himſelf 'with a Preſcription of 1600 Years for 
Epiſcopacy, as we now. find it in this Nation; 


from whence he very logically concludes, that 


it is of divine Original. But let me tell him, 


that the Pre/byters, (eſpecially. our Friends of 


* 


che Kirk) are a tenacious: Sort of Men, and 


” 


won't give up a Title of their Original, which 
„%% 8 they 


tal 


; 46 fay is Apoſtolick, and confequently * 
greater Antiquity and Authority than our Au- 


thor's 1600 Years Preſcription : I will there 


fore, for the Sake of his Brethren, allow him 
the Benefit of his Clergy, to withdraw his 
preſcriptive Claim, and adhere to his Apoſtolick 
Title, which is certainly a good one, for ſome 
| Kind of Biſhops : And without this Indulgence 
of mine, they would be quite gone; for the 
elder Title will always carry off the better Right: 
And moreover, if a Continuance for 1600 Years 
eſtabliſhes a Right, , Nay divine Original, What 


Swarms of Errors and Herefies will it confirm 


and conſecrate ? For it unluckily happens, that 
Epi ſcopacy, as now exercis'd, by inveſting the 
Biſhops with a Juriſdiction over more Churches 
than one, took its Riſe in very bad Company; 
half the Superſtitions of the Romiſo Church 
are of as ancient a Date; I think it was * 
the Middle of the third Century; and, 
ſaid, the Learned reckon up at leaſt 185 
different Hereſies, that ſprung up in the three 
firſt Centuries; ſo that their Original gives no 
Credit to the Authority or Divinity of our mo- 
dern Biſhops. In the Times immediately ſuc- 
ceeding the Apoſtles, the Biſbop was no more 
than the Miniſter or Rector of a Pariſh or 
Town; he had but one Church, one Congre- 
gation, and one Communion-Table; he was 
choſen by his own Church or People, and or- 
_ dain'd by Preſbyters: Nay, in the Apoſtles 
Times, there. were ſeveral Biſhops in one 
Church, ſee Acts xx. 17, 28. where the ſame 


Perloi.s 


8 


8 


Perſons are call'd Overſeers and Ellert, 7,6 
Biſhops and Preſpyters, and all belonging to the 
Church of Epheſus. However, I don't look 


upon this Controverſy to be of any great Con- 
ſequence, and therefore leave it now to the 


Parties more immediately concern'd. 
- Our Anthor at length arrives at the Summit 


of his Gradation, and fays, p. 21.“ That we 
| & are all of us born and bred into a certain Go- 
« yernment, in Church and State, and natu- 
* raliz'd to it, (I won't criticize on the Man- 


* ner of Expreſſion) this immediately, and 


_« without any Reaſoning, hath all the Claims 
te of Authority upon me, except in the Caſe 
< of Notoriety,” (which I have before prov'd . 


to be no Exception at all.) 

| Here is the Concluſion of the whole Matter, 

this the Point, which the Author ſeems to aim 
at, through the whole Diſcourſe : That a 
Man without any Reaſoning, more than if he 
was a Beaſt or a Log, muſt immediately pro- 
feſs and believe, the Religion of his Country 
except the excepted) which deſcends to him, 
like his Eſtate, according to the Law of the 
Land, with all its Services and Incumbrances ; 


that the chief or other Prieſts, of every Chri- | 


Fian Country at leaſt, (if not of all others) 
are in the Right, they have all the Claims of 


Authority, upon all fuch as are born, bred or 
naturalized amongſt them, and are poſſeſſed of 


Qualifications and Dip ions to make a right 
Uſe of it, being endowed with the Attributes 
of God, for this Purpoſe ; 0 that we act con- 
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n to Right ar and Trath, not to lubmit o 


them. This ap to me to be the Senſe and | 
Scope of the rine taught in the Sermons, | 
As for the immortal Soul of Man! (which, | \ 


|  Whoſoever ſakes againſt the whole World, 


Hit. 


throws a mad Caſt) it is treated with juſt ſuch 
a negligent jaunty Air, as by the en Poet, 


Animula, vagula, blanduls, Sc. as ſoon as tis 


born, tis put to Nurſe to the Curate of the 
Pariſh, who has the keeping of it, during its 
. whole State of Probation, and after uſing ſome 
| Ceremonies about it, according to the Cuſtom 


of the Country, he ſends 3 it back again with a 
Paſſport, 


My Anſwer to thi n ſhall only be, 


by Serine ſome of its Conſequences; It is a 


Principle that inverts the Nature and Order of 


Things. It gives Accidents, viz. Time and 


Place, the Preference to Eſſentials, wiz. Rea 


EF and Scripture; it turns Form into Sub- 


ſtance, makes Religion to vary with the Cli- 
mate, and Salvation to depend uren s tucky 


2. It confounds the Diſtinction 8 
Good and Evil, Right and Wrong; every thing 


is either, according to the eſtabliſh'd Religion 


and Authority of the Country; it makes the 
fame Thing right and 2, ong, at the ſame Time, 


in different Places; and in the ſame Place, at 

different Times : The Worſhip and Liturgy of 
the Church of England is right here, and wrong 
in all the World Pede tis the Sin of Diſo- 
bedience for me not to conform to it in South- 


Britain, 


3 1950 
inn; but on the other band, let Mr. M: 

ctoſs the Tweed, and he muſt once more wear 
or reverence a Cloak, under the like Penalty _ a 

Diſobedience. In France and Itahy, 'tis a 


damnable Sin to be a Proteſtant; and it is run- 
ning no ſmall Riſque, to profeſs the Chriſtian | 


Religion in Turkey. Before the Reſtoration, © 
the Liturgy was to be avoided, as one of the 
Brats of the Whore of Babylon ; being ſo 
deem'd by the Powers that then were; but 


immediately afterwards, it ſent its Evidence be- 


fore it, and was to be believ'd, receiv'd and 
careſs'd, before it was ſettled or known; ſo 
that, in a very few Days, it became the Duty 


of the ſame Perſons to * and receive the 
ſame. Thing. 


3. It een both Morallty and Cbriſtani- 5 


ty: for let a Man believe all that bis Saviour 
has taught, and praftiſe all he commanded; 
and let him make Religion and the Bible his 
Study and his Rule, and act conformable to 
it; yet if he ſhoulll differ from the Church 
Governors where he happens to be born and 
| bred, either in Points of Faith or Practice, in 
Points effential or indifferent, (for there is the 


fame Diſobedience to Authority in both,) © he 
* & ſubjects himſelf (in Mr. Mudge's Words) to 
God's Anger and all the Conſequences of it; 
e he reſiſts the Ordinance of God, and of Ne- 


 * ceflity expoſes himſelf to the Pains of ths 
0 Pere. Hob 

I add one Conſequence more, to this Part 

of the Argument, whick 1 believe our we 


K 


0 8 17 i : 
aid not intend or expect, that then the Pore 
tant Diſſenters are juſtified in their Separation 
from the eftabliſh'd Church of England; for: 
the former are tolerated by the ſame Govern- 


ment and Authority that abliſi'd the latter; 
and therefore they may look upon themſelves 

as part of the Copſtitukion in Church and State, 
in which they were born and bred. 


As I have, with very good Reaſon, thrown a 


Shade over the ee Lights in which this wy 
Gentleman has drawn bis Port ait of Authority, 


ſome Perſons may be apt to conceive Impreſſions 


to my Diſadvantage, as'if-Ioppos'dall' Govern- 


ment in the Church: I ſhall — take this 


5 Opportunity to declare my Sentiments in ſome; 
Points, in order to wipe off ſuch Prejudices. 


1 think it highly proper and fit, that ſome 


Role or Order ſhould be agreed upon and main- 
tain'd by the Members of every Chriſtian Soci- 


ety, with refpect to the Manner, Form and 
Circumſtances of Worſhip. 


That the Miniſters of the Church (they mall 
excuſe me for giving them this /criptural. Ap- 
pellation, | inſtead of Governors, which Mr. 
Midge is ſo fond of,) ought to be treated with 
great Decency and Reſpect, on account of their 


Character and Office; and that their Prayers 
and Preaching ought to be heard and join'd in 


with Attention and Candour. 
That *tis very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, there 


will be an ee Form of Worthip in every 


civil Scciety ; for nothing can be more natural, 
than that the Governors of the * State, ſhould 
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encourage thoſe Who join with them in tele 
ous Principles, as well gs civil Matters; and as 
55 Encopragements of the Magiſitate muſt be 
uch as they have to give, iz. temporal Ad- 


 Vantages, Potters and Honours, it is no Wor- 


der that the Religion of the Prince, accompa- 


nid with ſuch lid ſenſible Arguments, ſhould 
become the general Religion of the People, ts 


and that it ſhould be er for with great 


Zeal and. Feed by he Prieſts; or that in 
agiltrate's Encouragement, | 


return for the M 


they drop 4 Teaser of their Religion on his 
Perſon and Authority, , and compliment him 


with the Titles of Head of the Church, Moſt. 


Chriſtian, Catholick, Faithfull King, Defender 
of the Fay, Se. 


be above Account of a Religious Eſta- 
bliſhment farniſhes me with the following Re- 


marks, and under 'thoſe Reſtrictions I think it 
becomes a very thartaleſs' Thing. 


1. That it depends upon a Chance, whether 
it be right or —_ ; viz. how the civil Ma- 


g ſtrate h. ppen'd.to, think of Religion, at the 
Time of his Eſtabliſhment of it. 13 
25. That a religious Eſfabliſhment is a meer 
Creature of the State; Religion, Truth, Rea- 
ſon and the Bible, are the very ſame in Lon- 
don, Edinburgh, or Reme, tho' the Eſtabliſh- 


ments are very different ; for national Eſtabliſh- 
ments ate ſuch as beſt plcate oj verges but 


the Governmevt,. 


3. That empire ee are the ul y 
Encouragement an eſtabliſhed Religion has 4 
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| 6o 1 
Rigbt t to chove others; and theſe, 1 think, it 
may reaſonably expect and partake of; but its 
Profeſſors have no Authority over the Faith 


or Conſciences of others, of different Perſua- 


ſions; for theſe are ſome of the Prerogatives of 
God, and not of the King. Let them enjoy 
Life, and leave Religion to its own Courſe, - 
4. That the being depriv'd of thoſe Powers, 
ee and Advantages, is a ſufficient Diſ- 


couragement to thoſe that diſſent from it: No 


Man's civil Rights ought to be diſturb'd, whoſe 


Priaciples or Practices don't injure civil Society. 


Jo puniſh a Man for religious Tenets, is to take 


the Rod out of God's Hand. A 7. leration is 
| therefore neceſſary in all Eſtabliſhments. _- 
| . No Eſtabliſhment can alter the Law of 


N God, or the Nature of Things; and therefore 


no Eſtabliſhment ought to make indifferent 
Things neceflary Terms of Communion ; for 
that makes Things to be what they are not; it 
_ enacts « Law in Chriſt's Kingdom, without a 
juriſdiction there, and abridges bis Subjects of 
2 Liberty with which Chriſt had made ther | 
rec. 

Let me add, that the Religion of he Bible 
Is the freeſt Thing i in the World; nothing can 
ſit more eaſy than it does on an honeſt Man. 


He that wor ſhips God in Spirit and in Truth, is Zo 


left quite at Liberty to join with ſuch Chriſtian 
Society, and to make uſe of ſuch Form, as, in 
his Judgment, will beſt anſwer that End; and 
after he has made his Choice, if he ſhould 
think fit now v and then to pay a Viſit to another 


Com- 


"Name, private Judgment, which he takes Oc- 


5 1 61 1 
Communion, he will thereby have an Oppor- 
tunity of ener, bis Literfy, and * bis 
Charity. » 
I xcturn to our Author, and am come to an- 
other of his Attacks upon Reaſon, under another 
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caſion from the Reformation: (of all things) to 
abuſe and ſcold at. He ſays, p. 22. The 
Right of private Judgment is one of thoſe 
* Principles of Confuſion level'd againft all 
1 Government, which has been call'd in to _ 
juſtify that noble Stand 2 - gainſt the Er- 
rors of Popery, and will juſti Ny any thing 
te alike, an unreaſonable Rebellion, as well as 
A juſt Defence of our Rights; for act how 
e we will, we always act and muſt do fo, in 
8 r conſequence of our private Judgments.” . 
T bus does this Gentleman facrifice to his God- 
deſs AUTHORITY the beſt. natural Gift God | 
has beſtow'd upon Man  'tis, in other Words, 
the right Uſe of the intellectual Faculties, 
which where given to Man to diſcern between 
Good and Evil, to direct his Choice, and govern 
his Conduct; when it influences our Thoughts 
and Principles, 'tis Wiſdom; when | gur Acti- 
ons, Prudence; tis under the Controul of one 
Maſter, Gop ; and has a Servant to attend it, 
"Conſeience ; and (which 75 ſuperiar to a thouſand 
 watriſh Arguments or. Attempts to degrade it) 
*tis the Rule by which we muſt be ju 175 and 
the Hinge on which our everlaſting Happineſs 
or Miſery muſt turn. Let private udgment 
| and t the Word f God be * into the Scale, and 


all 


— ee 
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all the Authority in the \ Vorld againſt tha 
| muſt Kick the Beam. ” | 
No to ſhew that it is counttnane'd by the 


Scriptures, I will mention a few Texts, -- Be. 
* eve not every Spirit, but try the Spirits 


1 whether they are of God.--Try all ThE le bola 
4 faſt that which is good. Why of 2 


« fudge ye not that which is right? === | 
% every Man prove his own With for every 
% Man fhall bear his own Burthen. And the 


* Bereans are applauded for examining by their 
« 2 whether the Thing gs hat Were told. 


« them were ſo or not.” | 
The next Authority 1 ſhalt produce i in w 


vour of private Judgment is the Reverend and 
Learned Mr. Mudge, in P. 1 . of this Sermon.— 
J ͤmuſt inſiſt upon it, that a right State of 
ec Mind i 1 the fri Thing neceſſary, and that the 9 
* external AR is only good and right, as it 


« proceeds from that; Men are happy and 


2} 2 miſerable primarily by the Mind; and conſe- 


< quently a all Doctrines that tend to ſet that 
40 right, to put it in the true Point of Recti- 
tude with regard to itſelf, and every thing 


* 


around it; all theſe Doctrines are good in 
<c themſelves, as tending to give a right Mind. 


What theſe are, is certainly known to none 
« but God; and therefore whatever be bas re- 
« quir'd us to believe, neceſſarily obliges us to 


(t ſuppoſe, that it is ſupremely adapted to that 


End; and conſequently we can't be happy, 
e without an humble Submiſſion to it.“ Thus 


: Reaſon and Scripture 1 is the ouly Rule 0. our 


Con- 
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Condutt, Toft Mr. Madge 3 which Princigh! 
of his] ſhall adhere to, notwithſtanding WEE" 
he ſays, p. 24. ſpeaking of private Tudgment, 
That it is only the Af ppearance' of Reaſon a | 
* it ſeems to us, hebe Authority is as the 
«©: Fooliſlinefs' of God, and the Wpreme Fer- 
« ſection of Wiſdom.” 
Further to ſhew this Seeed own kk 
Opinion of the Judgment or Reaſon of his 
Readers (as well as to exhibit his own) he exer- 
dCiſes both in this Diſcourſe, and labours to con- 
vince their Underſtandings, (which I ſuppoſe 
by this time he has clearly Yone) of the Ex- 
py and Neceſſity of ſubmitting their 
aſon to Authority, — to pay the greateſt 
| Compliment poſſible to private Fudgment, Iam ' 
informed, he has printed a new Tranſlation of the 
7 EN though he well knows, we have one al- 
ready, ſettled, publiſhed, and in uſe by Autho- 
— by which he ſets up private Judgment 
_ againſt 'publick, and ſeems to me to fly in the 
Then and pick out the Yay: Nes of his own. 
Idol nc. 
T ought here, in Juſtice to our Author to 
take notice, that he ſays; He does not ar- 
« gue againſt abſolute Reaſon, or what he in 
another Place calls, the Truth of Things, f 
4 but againſt Reaſon as it appears to us. ----* 
But is not Reaſon as it appears to us, the Rule 
we have to walk and to be judged by, and, as 
aſſiſted by Revelation, our only Guide through 
Life? Have our Governors themſelves, or has 
: Mr. Mudge, any other Rule or Guide ? Is 
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there any ſuch ; thing as publick Reaſon? of” 


any other Medium belides the Uſe of our own. 


Underſtandings, whereby to find abſolute Rea! | 


ſon or the 'Truth of Things? 


In p. 23. this Geutbechan aſſerts, i That 
ec the 1 e of the Church are not only | 


at Liberty, but are obliged, to require from 


&«. alf their Members, an Obedience to certain 
« Points of Faith and Practice, ſuch as the 


* Scriptures have declared to be neceſſary to 
. « the Salvation of Mankind, and the Courſe : 
40 how to ſteer, muſt be left to the beſt, Judg- 


« ment of any Government, which has the 


e ſame Right of Judging tot itſelf, as a pin 
« vate Man.” ” 095 5 1 
It is here to be cbizeyed; that this Para- Pa 
graph does not relate to the Conſtitution of the 
Church of England; for the Governors that 
Mr. Mudge talks of, are thoſe, whom he after- 
wards deſcribes, ** as baving a Right to the 
<« ſuperior Influences of the Holy Spirit, who 


« can bind and looſe, and whoſe Abſolution is of 


* infinite and eternal Conſequence ;”” whereas 
every one knows, that the Governors of the 
Church of England, are the K ing and his Par- 
liament; 'twas they who created and formed 
its Faith and Worſhip, and can as eaſily de- 


ſtroy the Works of their own Hands, (tre- 


mendous Thought!) though all the Biſhops „ 
and Clergy of the Kingdom oppoſed it, Who 
by their united Authority, cannot declare any 
one Point of Belief, or enforce one Rule for 
Practice in our Church; and indeed e 


ing 


IH} 


ing that the Thirty- nine Articles are in force, 
and what Uſe is made of them, I am one 


that I can clear the Clergy, from its being a 
Creature of their own. 


However, I will now ſuppoſe ( DAT I vehe- 


mently ſuſpect to be the Caſe) that our own 


Church Governors were here intended to be 
included, as veſted with thoſe Powers. I have 


then farther to object, that they cannot require 


Obedience from ol! their Members, becauſe 
ſome of them are diſpenſed with by the Tole- 
ration Act; and if it be replied, that the Di- 
 ſenters are not Members of the Church, I fay 


then, that Church Governors have no Power, 


any more than St. Paul, over thoſe that are 
det bout; ſo that in eicher Caſe the Diſſenters 
are ſafe, and exempted from Church Authari- 
ty; which I doubt does not ſuit with the De- 


ſign of preaching and publiſhing this Sermon. 
But J have not yet done with a Head of this 

Conſequence, notwithſtanding Mr. Mudge 

thinks he has ſufficiently entrenched himſelf in 


it, by requiring Obedience to the Governors, 
only in ſuch Points, as the Scriptures have de- 


clared to be neceſſary to Salvation. 


I defire to be informed here, whether the 


Scriptures have declared Forms and Cere- 
| monies to be neceſſary to Salvation, or not? 
If not, by what Power are knetling at one Sa- 


crament, and the Croſs at the other, made ne- 
ceſſary Terms of Communion in a certain 


Church? Again, who ſhall be gude, whether 
the Scripture has declared the 


to be 8 N or not? If it be left to the 
355 3 Judg- 


oints in diſpute 
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Judgment « of every private Man, then tis only 
a Right to require what another has an 
equal Right to refuſe, which is no Authori- 
ty at all; far be it from our Author to ſet uß 
ſuch an inſignificant Bugbear.---He muſt there= 
fore mean, that the Church Governors have a 
Right to impoſe upon others, ſuch Points of 
Faith and Practice, as they {all think fit to 
declare to be contained in the Scriptures ; for 
the ſame Reaſon, when he aſſcris, That 
every Government has the ſame Right W 
judge for itſelf as a private Man,” he means, 
that a Goverment as a Right to controul private 
Judgment; for otherwiſe, both muſt have a 
Right to judge, or neither; either of which 
deſtroys Authority: This impoſing controuling 


Power, is what ſome zealous, but not true Sons Y_ 


of the Church, have claimed and exerciſed 
in all Ages, to the great Scandal of the Church, 
and Terrour of Mankind ; as it makes all Re- 
Tgion centre in and depend upon the Opinion, 
Probity, and Pleaſure of Priefts, who may ſome- 
times int wrong (humanum eft ) and ſometimes 
mean it, as well as other Men : And yet accord- 
ing to this Rule, theſe fallible Gavernors of 
ours, have it in their Power and Right to re- 
quire 399 Articles of Faith as well as 39, to be 
believed, ſubſcribed, and (if they pleaſe) ſworn 
to, not only by the Clergy, but likewiſe by 
the Laity ; only by roundly aſſerting (be it 
ever ſo falſe) that they are contained in the 
Scriptures ; ſo may they load our Worſhip with 
all the Fopperies of the Roman or Grecian 
Churches, attended with their gainſul Appur- 
| 7 | tenances, 


TIN 


| tenances, and tell us, that _ _ not only ry 
Right, but are obliged to require theſe Things, 
at our Hands. In what a wretched Plight docs 


1 poor Layman find himſelf! who has Senſe 


enough to diſcover, that his Church Governor 
is miſtaken (wich often muſt be the Caſe, 
| becauſe they differ amongſt themſelves ;) if he 
does not declare his Afſent and Conſent with his 
Governor, he is a diſobedient Member, and 
muſt juffer the Pains of the Goſpel; if he de- 
clares that to be Right, which he thinks 
to be Wrong, he is /elf- condemned, and muſt 


have his Portion with Hypocrites; ſo that he 


is ſure to be damn'd, by God or his Governor, 
whenever the latter happens to be in an Error, ag 
and muſt, in one Court or the other, be puniſh'd, 2 
5 without bei eing guilty, which, to ſay no works, 1 18 
to charge God foolſhly, . 
I the Thing impoſed be eſſential, it muſt - 
be contain'd in the holy Scriptures, otherwiſe 
theſe would be effentially:i imperfect ; if it be 
there, it-may be perceived an under ſtood by 


the Subject, as well as the Governor, and muſt 


be enforced by God, with proper Sanctions: 


He never left his Work for Man to mend. 


If the Thing impoſed be not eſſential, who 
dares uſutp the Power of making it neceſſary 5 
Whoever proves a Power to be lodged in the 
Governors of the Church, to create | Ries 
and Ceremonies, and make them neceſſary 
Terms of Communion, deſerves a Cardinal's 
Hat at Rome, whatever he does in other Places. 
But let us conſider the Arguments this Gen- 


deman makes uſe of, to prove his Point, v7. 


I 2 2 That 
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That the-Church Governors e a Right to re- 
guire Obedience in Matters of Faith poly Prat- 
Fice.. « The firſt is, becauſe they have not 
only natural Capacities equal to thoſe under 
their Care, (which I own is exceeding mo- 
e deft) but great Advantages above them, by 
having made thoſe Points more their Study.” 125 
I hope it will be granted, chat eme Lay 
Members have made thoſe Points, as much or 
more their Study than their Governors; in 
which Caſe the e are firorg and the latter 
2ceak, and there ſore their Power can't exert it- 
ſelf upon al! their Members, in Points of 
Faith or Practice. On the other Hand, as I 
would not be deficient in Point of Complailance, 
much leſs of Juſtice, to the Clergy, I ſhall ad- 
mit, that they have in general made theſe Points 
more their Study than others ; the Conſequence 
of which is, thee ſuch of the Laity, as don't 
know ſo much of Religion as their Church Go- 
vernor (which I acknowledge to be the Caſe of 
the Majority) will ſubmit = what J call, his 
Privat; Authority over them, and give Credit 
to him, ſo far as he does not contradict the ſupe- 
rior and indiſpenſable Authorities of Scripture 
and Conſcience: And as for the others, who 
think they have ſtudied the Scriptures, and can 
exerciſe their Underſtandings, as well as him- 
ſelt, (theſe being natural Obligations incum- 
bent upon all) over ſuch he has no private Au- 
thority; and they will only follow him fo far, 
as he keeps Pace with their own, Reaſon. and 
Judgment: It by no means follows, that be- 
caule che Clergy: are . of informing the 
Majority 


1 6g ] 
Majerity of the Laity, they cif” therefore in- 
ſtruct all, or compel any, to ſubmit to what 
they ſhall be pleaſed to ſtile the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, much leſs to Points of Faith and Practice, 
dictated by themſelves; eſpecially as the Clerg = 
ſometimes of the ſame Church, and generally 
of different Churches, diſagree amongit Fond: 


ſelves, in the Senſe of Scripture, and in Points 
5 of Faith and Practice. 


| The Second Advantage of the Clergy Toy : 
end by this Gentleman, is, their being ſi- 


tuated in the Centre of the Body, the very 


Point to which all Information is naturally di- 


rected. This Argument either waits upon 


Mr. Mudge's fictitious Goddeſs Authority in 
the Clouds, or is got very near the Centre of 
_ the Boch; in either caſe 'tis out of my reach. 
I can't be forlous upon it, and won't be ludi- 


crous; and therefore paſs on to 


The third and laſt Advantage of this Go. 
vernors above others, which concludes and 


connects the whole Argument; and tis no 
leſs, than their being intitled to a f- 


« perior Meaſure of the Holy Spirit, the wel- 


* fare of the Church depending more u 


4 a right Deliberation } in them, than in others.“ 


Here is a poſitive Demand upon God Al- 
N in behalf of all Church Governors, of a 
Right to an overflowing Meaſure of the Hoh 


Spirit. If I aſk, how far this Demand ex- 


ends? It will be anſwered, To every Clergyman 
in the Kingdom, becauſe the Welfare of the 


Church depends more upon a right Deli- 


; os ana them TG in others. But won't 


2 | ” this 
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this Reaſon ſupport a higher and better cum Fg 


to this ſuperior Meaſure (with Reverence I ſpeak 
it) of the Holy Spirit, in behalf of his Majeſty; £3 


of every Member of both Houſes of Parliament; 


the Judges, &c? becauſe the Welfare of the 
Church infinitely more depends upon them, 
than on the generality of Mr. Mudge's Gover- 
nors. Whoever preſumes to claim ſuperiour | 
| Meaſures of the Holy Spirit, ſhould produce 
his Charter from the authentick Archives of 
God | himſelf. Strange! that this illuſtrious | 
Dove, which has the Heavens and the Earth to 
Trove and range in, and has the Choice of both - 
Worlds, for a Place to perch and reſt upon, 
| ſhould. be compell'd, as if drawn in a String, 
to deſcend like « Charm, upon one ſinful Crea- 
ture, at the Command or Touch of another ! 
Surcly he alone (if any one) is intitled, to the 
extraordinary Meaſures and Gifts of the Spirit, 
who is remarkably eminent for the Graces and 
Fruits of the Spirit, who ſerves God with an 


humble upright Heart, exemplified in a vir- 


tuous holy Life. A Govei sor, as ſuch, can 
have no ſuch Claim to the ſuperior Meaſures of. 
the Holy Spirit, becauſe he may be a bad 
Man: On theother Hand, if aLayman, becomes 
a fit Subject, ſurely: they won't be. denied 
him. Tis not a Caſſock or a Cloak, but 
clean Hands and a clear Heart, that attract 
this heavenly Gueſt. Suppoſe my Reader was 
to compare the Diſcourſe under Conſideration, 
with Mr, Littleton's late Diſcourſe on St. Pauls 
Converſion; I can gueſs which of them, he 
would judge, had the as Guidance * _ 5255 


1 A 


* 


Will ſerve as an Anſwer to the reſt of the Ar- 

| guments contain'd in the Sermon; but, as it 
concludes with Inferences and Claims, which 

are very extraordinary and exorbitant they muſt 
not eſcape ſome ſhort Animadverſion, . 
It will be almoſt ſufficient to repeat the firſt, 
to wit, P. 26. © That where any Member is re- 
1 fractory to the Power, (i. e. refuſes to ſubmit 


„ 


Holy Spirit i in the Compoſition, the Comet 


or the Layman. What has been already ſaid, 


to fack Acts of Faith, and Points of Practice; 


& as the Church ſhall think neceſſar ary) there the 
Power exerts itſelf, to bring it to e Onde, and 
e the diſobedient Member of Neceſſity forfeits 
ſo much of his cternal 1333 as his Obe- 
dience would have procur d him; he ſo far 
I « loſes his Claim to the Favour of God, and ſub- 
77 22 himſelf to his Anger, and all the Conſe- 
quences of it; for to reſiſt the Power, is in 
«« this Senſe to reſiſt the Ordinance of God, the 
Means which be has appointed for Salvation, i 


ce 


9 


and muſt therefore of Neceſſity, in Proportion 


„ expoſe a Man to the Pains of the Goſpel.” 
7. e. he that believes and does as the Church, or 
his Church Governor directs, has a Claim to the 


Favour of God, and his Obedience will procure 


him eternal Happineſs; this being the Means 
which God has appointed for Salvation : But if - 
an honeſt Man (agreeable to the Light of his 
Underſtanding, and Dictates of his Conſcience) 
wilfully and obſtinately refuſes to believe what 
he cannot believe, or to act as he ought not to 


act, in Diſobedience to the Church, he loſes the 


Fayour of God, and ey Nera expoſes himſelf 
4 91 | 40 
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tothe Pains of the Goſpel; in other Wards, the LY 


you Man is to be damn'd for doing Right; 


Our Author next exhibits two Texts f Serip- 1 


ture, which have been a thouſand times tortur'd, 


to ſerve the Purpoſes of the Church of Nome; TO 


and, as the ſame Principles require the fame 


Proofs, It is now retail'd to us, with Remarks 
and Improvements, ſome of Wied are here in- 
an : I, bal ſoe ver ye fhall bind on Earth, 


* /hall be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever ye 


* 


c 
0 


whoſeſoever Sins ye remit, ſhall be remitted to 


3 


8 retained, A Form of Words which, he 


ce fays, our Church ſtill preſerves i in the Office f 
for the Ordination of Prieſts ; by that plainly 


cc 


ſhewing, that ſhe judges it a ſtanding Power 
to be inſeparable from Church Authority : 


_ ** nitent ; for God himſelf never forgives, but 


Me « where there is a Subject of Forgiveneſs. The 
Power of Abſolution therefore, or Forgive- 
* neſs of Sins, (which includes a Title to Hea- 
ven, and all other Chriſtian Benefits) means, 
that God bas appointed the Miniſters of che 5 


cc 


* Church to be the Canal, thro' which every 
*+. Chriſtian Benefit ſhall be deriv'd to the ſeveral 
Members: And (he goes on) where a Per- 
<« ſon in Contempt or Nepled of God's Ordi- 
. nance, won't accept Forgiveneſs or Abſolu- 


* tion, in the Way of his Appointment, (i. e. 


wy * Hows the Minifters of the Church) he muſt of 
 "_— 


1 ſhall looſe un Earth, ſhall be boſed in Heaven , 


them, and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, ſhall be 


belonging to her Miniſters ; and he aſſerts it | 


But adds, that no common Prieſt can abſolve 
* an obſtinate Sinner, or refuſe an humble Pe- 


+ nate nts 
— — 


ES Tip J 2 
Necgſſity be ſhut againſt it, and his Sins Boi rer 


5 5 * tain' di; he is guilty of an Act of Rebellion 


$i againſt an Authority of divine Appointment.” 

ba, That ſuch an Uſe ſhould be made of the 

Churchof England's retaining thoſe Texts in her 
Offices, muſt give Trouble and Offence to many 

Worthy Members of it; for if ſacerdotal Abſo- 
lution is ſuch a ſtanding Power in her Miniſters, 
| as to become a neceſſary Term of Forgiveneſs, 
What will become of all thoſe who-thro' Chance 
or Neceſſity happen to neglect it! What of all 


the Proteſtant Churches abroad, none of which 


ſenters at home, they are all ſent in a 


give or receive Abſolution! And as for the Diſ- 


Body to 
the D- l, for maintaining, in 0 of - - 
God's Ordinance, that none can forgive Sins 
but God. What vaſt Diſpatch will this Article 
give to the Buſineſs of the laſt Day! Who- 
ever anſwers in the Negative to ths Queſtion, 


Mas you abſolved by your Miniſter ? muſt at 


2 once turn to the Left, Mr. Mudge being Judge, 


which will do the Buſineſs of Millions in a 


5 Trice. | 44 


| "Adpendiog to o Selden, and the beſt Criticks, be 
the Words bahind, is here meant todeclare a Thing 
forbidden; to looſe, is to declare a Thing indif- 
ferent; to remit, is to declare Perſons forgiven ; 
and to retain, is to declare that their Guilt lies 
upon them; which Power was given to the 
' Diſciples immediately after Chiſt had breath d 
the Holy Ghoſt upon them, and- it was given to 
them only; tor with it was beſtow'd-upon them 
the Gift of diſcerning Spirits, without which it 
is | abſurd to ſuppoſe, that .Chri/f would have 
| K intruſted 
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1 inteuſted them with ſuch a Power; Kit in oct a 


Sentence, without knowing the Merits of the 


a2 Caſe, it would have been a Power of 


Cauſe ; and very poſſibly, of affixing God's 


Nate and Seal to a Lye. Fhus does this Teacher 


of others want to be taught himſclf the Meaning 


of Scriptute; tho! I doubt 1 ſhall ſcarce! get a 


Degree in Oxford, by becoming his Tutor. 


However, Mr. Muage is ſo juſt as to 'acknow= 
ledge, that, whatever one of a ſuperior Order 
may do, a common Prieſt has no more Power 
than God himſelf, (tho I doubt he afterwards 
contradicts himſelf in this) for he can't forgive 


one that is not a Subject of Forgiveneſs, nor re- 


fuſe to abſolve one that is; but then he allows, 
that the Prieſt can, when he pleaſes, abſolve an 
humble ſincere Penitent, which God cannot, 
except with the Leave, and thro' the Canal, of 
a rightful Miniſter. The Stripture ſays, that / 


CHRIST 7s tbe onLyY Way to the Werz Mr. 
Mudge denies this, and ſays, the beſt Way to go 


to Heaven is by Water; you muſt paſs the Slaice 


of the Clergy, then ſhoot the Gulph of Abfolu- 


tion, and ſo you arrive at the Haven of Reſt! 


The Common Prayer ſays, That God pardons ani 
abſolves all theſe that truly repent, und unfergn- 


cealy believe in his Holy Goſpel. True, ſays this 


Gentleman; but ill none, tho“ pardon'd by 


Sod, can get to Heaven, without paſſing thro' 
our Conduit-Pipe; ſo that in Heaven, (as well 


as on Earth) Subſtance muſt give way to Form, 


and the Abnighty himſelf has not Power to open 


his own Gates to his own Servants, without the 
Permit of a Parſon. * a wonderful Doc- 
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trine is this] In Opinion, the Office of l. 
 Folution 'ought to be new chriſten'd, and call d 
tze Office of Cndmnution; for „ſuppofe no ſuch 
Office had ever been appointed in the Church, 
why then a trut penitent Believer would, with- 
out Aoubt, have been pardon'd and fiv'd; a0. 
„ <ordingto the Terms of the Goſpel, Wee 5 
1 as it is in this important Matter o Abtarioh.; 
| fo that Abſolution (confers no Benefit; for t 
offly forgives thoſe that would otherwiſe be 
1 — But if this ſincere Penitent re- 
_ fuſes or negletts to paſs thro the Channel of 
 Abſolution, He tnuſt of Neceffity fink into = 
Lake of Perdition: So that the Inſtitution d 
| this Office may ſerve to condenm, but cannot 
2 Soul. It is therefore an Authority for 
5 Gion, and not for Edification ; and is not 
the Authority meant in the Text; it has no 
Fower to exert over an honeft Man and a good 
Chriſtian; ſuch a one is ſtrong n to walk 
to Heaven without Crutches. 
3 J have now finiſh'd my Remarks on this re- 
n evathuble Sermon, and tho' 1 have handled 
- doine tender interefti Subjects with great 
N Freedom, yet I hope I have avoided giving Of- 
| fence. f it be objetted, that I have not trea- 
4 ted this Subject with a decent Solemnity ; 1 
| anſwer with a late ingenisus Author, That a 
Man may ſpeak TRUTH WITH A SMILING | 
CoovnTENANCE without Impropriety or Of- 
fence. I ſhall be very ſorry to have diſoblig d 
the Clergy in general, many of whom I have a 
great Eſteem and Value rig on account of their 
- POO,” and regs Chriſtian ws. 1 
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5 Lorn ke ary to have Offcnded. Mr. M 
22855 for tho I declare my great Dill e of th 


lich my Thoughts on ſuch a; Subject.) yet Lam 


far from being: prejudiced againſt the Man; 


Whoſe A private Character has 


be. with dhe Spirit and Aſperity they deſerve. 


2 When will the happy Time come, that will 
Place, Religion upog its own Bottom, Reaſon - 
Scripture, enforcd by 1 own Sanctions, 

| . Chriſtian 


- 


temporal and eternal! When e 
Church Mall be at liberty, 10 vn all the 


Privileges that. Nature and Scripture. allow it: 


when: fri Things ſhall not be made ne. 


1 125 Proteſanis ſhall. * 


Let the Clergy, open their Gates, let the Lai 


ate juſt and generous Sentiments of xeligious 
Libe/ ty, and practiſe and: cultivate univerſal 


rather) to be efir d than expected. 


* I 


united Ty | F 
hemſel Ives! — * 


n their Eyes, let us all acquire and propes 


The Wiſe and Good of all 9 555 8 


Erie, and ſuch, however diſtinguiſh'd by Names, 


idem differ widely from _ other. in Diſpo- : f : 


Th fitions, or Things; but they are generally. t 


"FFT * ot 


"weak. to ſlem the Torrent of Paſſion,,. Prejudice 12 5 
8 and 5 which drive. 1. e mp BE 


55 bn” dite he has. publiſh'd,, Land it mult have deen 
. Y „„ reat indeed, to have prevail'd on me to. ub- "2 1 


given me : 
| Pais, expoſing his avow 'd publick Princip! 65. 
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* loderation, and Charity ; then will the Church, | 
With as much Power, as ſhe ou zht to haye, 
50555 as much Peace and as great Union, as can 
be ho ped for upon Earth; but thoſe are Times CE 
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